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1.     SPORT IN 2018/2019 
 

The PE Department has been extremely successful this year.   

 

Football 

 

All year groups for boys competed in 

the Staffordshire Moorlands League.  

The Year 8 and 9 boys were 

undefeated. 

 

The Year 11 boys (pictured right) were 

County Cup Champions and Sentinel 

Shield Semi-Finalists. 

 

Cross-Country 

Runners headed to Rowley Park in 

Stafford and performed excellently!  

Sebastian Rowe, Edward Gillett, Oliver Booth and Finlay Smith all came in the top 10, which meant that they 

won the overall U15 boys’ competition.  

 

Seven students were selected to represent the school in a bid to be selected for the Staffordshire Cross-

Country team to compete against the rest of the country in November (Sebastian Rowe, Edward Gillett, Oliver 

Booth, Finlay Smith, Lucy Smith, Nathaniel Rowe and Libby Andrzejewski). 

 

Cricket 

The U13 and U15 girls competed in the Indoor Lady Taverners’ Cricket competition.   They also entered the 

outdoor competition. 

 

All boys’ teams were entered for the League and Cup competitions. 

 

Dominic Littler (Year 11) received ‘Player of the Season’ at the Hem Heath Senior Players cricket presentation. 

 

Swimming 

At the FINA World Aquatic Championships in 

South Korea (July 2019) former Painsley student 

Adam Peaty, MBE (pictured left) broke his own 

100m world record with a time of 56.88 seconds. 

 

At the European Championships in Glasgow 

(Summer 2018) Adam won four Gold medals (50m 

breaststroke, 100m breaststroke, 4 x 100m 

individual relay and the 4 x 100m mixed medley).   
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At the Swimming World Championships in Budapest (Summer 2017) Adam won Gold in the 100m breaststroke, 

including a Championship Record of 57.57s and Gold in the 50m breaststroke including a World Record of 

25.95s.  He also won Silver as part of the Men’s 4 x 100m medley relay team.  Adam won Gold in the Men’s 100m 

breaststroke (with a World Record time of 57.55s) and Silver in the Men’s 4 x 100m medley relay at the Rio 

Olympics. Adam was also nominated for BBC Sports Personality of the Year.  Adam is the 2014 European 

Champion in the 50 metre breaststroke, he is part of the Great Britain team who won the mixed medley relay 

world title, and is the current world record-holder in all three events.  In 2014, Adam won two gold medals at 

the Commonwealth Games in the 100m breaststroke and the 4x100m medley relay events, as well as silver in 

the 50m breaststroke.  At the 2014 European Aquatics Championships, he won 4 gold medals for Great Britain 

and in the 2014 World Short Course Championships, he won 3 silver medals in the 50m, 100m and 4 x 50m 

mixed relay.  

 

Painsley took part in the Staffordshire Moorlands Swimming Gala.  The U13 Girls came 2nd and the U13 Boys 

came 1st.  Painsley were 1st overall. 

 

Thomas Parry competed in the 50m breaststroke at the Cardiff International Open and finished in a time of 

40.42 seconds, which meant that Thomas qualified for a place in the Welsh National championships.   

 

Netball 

All year groups competed in the League. 

 

Rugby 

Abigail Taaffe, Millie Hall and Grace Chandler (Year 11 students) represented Staffordshire in the U18s County 

Rugby and Madelaine Chandler (Year 10 student) represented the U15s. 

 

Gymnastics 

Over 150 students took part in the Painsley Gymnastics Festival (pictured 

right) over 2 nights. The floorwork, vaulting and dance performances were 

watched by 750 people who thought the evenings were a great success.   

 

The primary display saw all pyramid schools attend. 

 

Isabella Wheeldon and Annabel Shaw took their places in the senior squad at 

the British Teams competition.  The team won bronze, with Annabel coming 

first on the beam and fourth overall. 

 

Isabella also took her place with the England Team A at an International 

competition.  The team won Gold and Isabella was second overall, individually 

winning Silver.  She was also the overall beam champion and won Gold. 

 

Martha Waugh, Isabella Wheeldon, Leticia McCready and Annabel Shaw all competed in the English 

Championships.  Annabel won the Championships to become the 2019 English Espoir All-round Champion. 

 

Bria-Rose Thomas, Yuvika Chauhan and Rose Harvey from Uttoxeter’s Team Gym competed in the Northern 

Leave LS Team gym competition.  Bria-Rose and Rose competed at youth level 4 and won 1st place gold medals 

and the trophy for the highest execution score on tumble.  Yuvika’s team competed at level 4 minis and came 

3rd, receiving Bronze medals. 

 

James Davies (Year 7) competed in the North West Challenge Gymnastics Competition.  James represented 

Uttoxeter Gymnastics Club in the U12s six apparatus set piece, facing 38 competitors from across the country.  

James was awarded a silver medal for his routine on the pommel. 
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Athletics  

The U15 and U17 teams competed in the annual competition at Denstone.  The U15 Boys and Girls came 4th 

overall and the U17 Boys and Girls were 2nd overall. 

 

A number of students have been selected to compete at District Level. 

 

The Years 7 and 8 teams competed in the summer league. 

 

Years 7 and 8 competed in the indoor athletics. 

 

In-line Speed-skating 

George Shuttleworth (Year 11) competed in the British Championships In-line Speed-skating competition in 

March and won 2 gold and 1 silver medal.  He is now the British Champion. 

 

Horse riding 

Emily Bettaney, along with Drakemyre, Puttin’ On The Ritz, won the Kathleen Wood Children’s Riding Pony of the 

Year Championship at the Horse of the Year Show. 

 

Outward Bound Shugborough PE GCSE Trip 

26 GCSE students (pictured right) and 3 staff 

travelled to Shugborough Outdoor Education Centre in 

Stafford for an outdoor adventure experience and, 

more importantly, gained valuable practical grades for 

their GCSE courses.  Students worked in groups for 

rock climbing.  They climbed the Roaches and also 

performed on various indoor climbing walls.  The 

students worked hard, challenged themselves, and 

gained some really high grades.   

 
Sports Leaders at Painsley 

Another successful year with the Sports Leaders 

Award students gaining lots of experience of working with younger children. They planned and carried out many 

assessments in a variety of activities. 

 

Students helped to organise and run the “High 5” netball for Year 5/6, Year 3/4/5/6 football and Year 4/5/6 

rugby. 

 

Year 9 and 10 students helped with the Year 6 Activity Transition day in July. They were keen to support the 

learning of the Year 6 students and happily joined in sessions and encouraged the younger students to develop 

their skills. Some students had the opportunity to coach their own session as part of the day.  

 

Intra-Emmaus Group Competitions 

The cross-country intra-Emmaus competitions took place again, with all students taking part. 

 

Gifted and Talented Students 

A group of gifted and talented PE students visited Loughborough University. 

 

Extra-Curricular 

There are many extra-curricular activities organised by the PE department for all age groups. 
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2. 

EVENTS/TRIPS IN 2018/2019 
 

The Spiritual Life of the College continues to thrive.  The following events took place this year: 
 

 Our College Chaplain, Fr Eric Kemball, celebrated Mass for all year groups at the start of the year and the Year 7 

Mass of Welcome began the faith journey of our new students. 

 We held a retreat day for Year 6 students. 

 Year 10 celebrated their Year group Mass on the Feast Day of Our Lady of Lourdes.   

 Year 11 Mass celebrated the Feast of the Guardian Angels. 

 Year 7 Mass celebrated the Feast Day of St Mark the Evangelist. 

 Year 8 Mass celebrated the Feast Day of St Thomas the Apostle. 

 Year 9 celebrated Mass to mark the Feast of the Conversion of St Paul. 

 On 25th September students went to St Chad’s Cathedral, Birmingham for a chaplaincy commissioning Mass.  

 In April, as part of the Year 11 revision programme a group of students had the privilege of visiting Singer’s Hill  

Synagogue in Birmingham (a place of worship for Jews). 

 On 26th September, the Faith in Action group (FIA) held a fundraising event for the Macmillan Cancer Support.  

They raised over £520. 

 A group of talented musicians and singers came together to form “Glorify”, a worship band for the college.  The 

group meet every Thursday at 3.30pm. 

 In October, students went to St Gregory’s RC Church, 

Longton to take part in the Combined Schools’ Mass. 

 In November, a Mass was offered for all the Holy Souls. 

 In November, 69 Year 8 students visited Alton Castle for a 

3-day retreat (pictured right). 

 Students from the Student Leadership Team attended the 

remembrance service at Cheadle Cemetery on 11th 

November.  

 Year 7 students were presented with a copy of the New 

Testament from the Gideon’s International Society 

(pictured on Page 6). 

 All Year 10 students went to Soli House for a retreat day 

in November.  

 Lourdes students held a Christmas Coffee Morning/Carol Service at St Mary’s Catholic Church in Uttoxeter. 

 Year 11 were involved in a retreat based on the theme of ‘Know Yourself and Acknowledging Others’.  There were 

several workshops during the morning: letter writing, affirmation boxes, Adoration and team building.  Mass was 

celebrated. 

 In November, 30 students from Years 7, 8 and 9 held their annual chaplaincy retreat day at Soli House. 

 A Carol Service for Year 12 and 13 took place at St Giles’ Catholic Church on the 15th December.  Mince pies and 

hot chocolate were served afterwards. 

 Year 7 and 8 students prepared advent parcels for the feeder parishes. 

 In February, members of the Lourdes pilgrimage attended the Dignity Day at Church Terrace, Cheadle. 

 In March, 11 staff and students participated in the Flame congress at Wembley.  The theme of the occasion was 

‘significance’ and recognising the significance of young people as being God’s creation and beloved by Him. 

 12 students from Year 8 visited Sheffield University as part of the Scholars Programme project launch. 
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 16 Year 10 and 10 sixth form students attended the “Blessing of Hands” Mass, at St Chad’s Cathedral, Birmingham 

in preparation for the Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes. 

 The Year 10 Lourdes Pilgrims attended a day with the North Staffs Schools’ Deanery in preparation for their 

pilgrimage to Lourdes. 

 16 Year 10 and 10 sixth form students took part in the Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes.  Various fundraising 

activities, organised by Mrs Sowter and Mrs Harris and the students took place in the run up to the pilgrimage 

(pictured right). 

 Several students from the Year 7 and Year 10 Chaplaincy Crew represented Painsley at the Good Shepherd Mass in 

our Deanery.  

 Painsley and primary school students performed “Born for This” at St Giles’ Catholic Church, Cheadle on 7th April. 

 Staff were invited to attend a retreat day at Soli House, Alton on 4th May. 

 During June, a Retreat Day was held for Year 7 with a visit to St Giles’, Cheadle where Mass was celebrated with 

Fr Eric.  

 During Advent and Lent, students were invited to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  This was well attended. 

 Voluntary Mass is celebrated most Thursday lunchtimes in the Chapel.  Everyone is invited to attend. 

 Parish links were further developed with meetings to establish links between Painsley Catholic College and the 

parishes. 

 Students attended the North Staffs Deanery Vocations Mass at St Teresa’s Catholic Church, Trent Vale. 

 Lourdes student went to both St Joseph’s, Uttoxeter and St Thomas’, Tean for their Vocations days.  

 Students in Year 8 had a day of reflection.  They looked at how Gospel values and British values influence our 

school community and then students looked at the life journey of St Thomas and th  en Mass was celebrated. 

 June saw a whole school Mass celebration as a witness and testimony to our faith as a Catholic community and to 

mark the end of the Mission Year. 

 Several Brothers and Sisters seminarians visited College for Vocations day on 12th July. 

 Adoration, for staff and students, took place fortnightly before College began. 

 

 

 

Painsley students receiving their Bibles from the Gideon’s Society 
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MATHEMATICS 
In 2009, Painsley was awarded Mathematics and Computing as a second specialism. 

 

In 2019, 86% of our students achieved a standard pass at GCSE, 67% a good pass and 30% achieved a 

grade 7 or better.   As part of our gifted and talented programme, 30 students also successfully 

completed a Level 2 Further Mathematics qualification and 63% achieved a grade A or better.  Our sixth 

form mathematics students are also offered the chance to study AS Further Mathematics as part of their 

enrichment programme. 

 

There is maths support available at lunchtime each day for any student who would like help with any aspect 

of their mathematics studies. 

 

Our Year 6 student induction day this year 

focussed on problem-solving with games.  By 

looking at a frog hopping game students were 

encouraged to record their results 

systematically and find a general rule for the 

number of moves required as the game became 

more complex. 

 

Year 8 visited Twycross Zoo (pictured right) 

as part of a Maths/Science trip.  This included 

looking at the data for different animals and 

calculating values such as volume, speed and 

population statistics.  Some Year 7 and 9 

students enjoyed a visit from the Happy 

Puzzle Company where they developed their 

problem solving skills using different types of 

puzzles. 

 

Year 12 visited Keele University for a higher level problem solving conference. The day consisted of 

different workshops, which introduced different types of problems, working in groups and individually. A 

group of 4 students from Year 12 (pictured below) participated in the Engineering Education Scheme 

(EES). The students were asked to design a system to optimise the boom swing on mini-excavators. Their 

project was judged to be one of the best on display and they won the award for “Engineer of the Year” for 

the West Midlands region. 

 

The UKMT Maths Challenge is a national 

competition that involves over 600,000 students 

nationwide and 4,000 schools. The challenge aims 

to encourage students to think rationally and 

develop their problem-solving skills. Last year, 

Painsley obtained 87 Bronze awards which 

represents the top 40%, 57 Silver: the top 20%, 

and 17 Gold: the top 6% of students nationally. 

We also had 14 students participate in the 

follow-up rounds, which accounts for the top 

fraction of a percent of all entries.  
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SCIENCE  
Painsley was awarded Specialist Science Status in 

2003.  We are proud of our excellent achievement 

in the sciences.  This includes work with our feeder 

schools, for example, Year 4/5 pupils attended 

Science booster mornings that focussed on physics 

topics and concepts and biology topics at Painsley. 

 

Members of our science team teach regular lessons 

every week at our feeder schools to help develop 

enthusiasm for science further. 

 

Our GCSE courses include: Physics, Chemistry and 

Biology, as well as the Double Award GCSE Combined Science Trilogy. 

 

We offer A Levels in Physics, Chemistry and Biology, as well as an A Level in Applied Science. 

 

Each year, students from Year 11 visit the GCSE Science Live Shows. Last year it was held at The Palace 

Theatre, Manchester.  Students had the privilege of receiving lectures on cutting-edge science from some 

of the UK’s top scientists.  Professors Lord Robert Winston, Steve Jones, Lucie Green, Andrea Stella and 

Alice Roberts gave five exciting and engaging talks on topics such as evolution, genetics, bizarre ice 

experiments and solar science. 

 

Other educational visits include our A Level biology students going to Salford university for talks on 

breakthroughs in genetic screening. 

 

The Year 12 physics students visited Nottingham Trent University for talks on acoustics and on aurorae as 

well as experiencing undergraduate and postgraduate work in laser laboratories, the observatory and the 

MRI research room. Every two years A Level physics students also have the opportunity to attend A Level 

Science Live shows. This is similar to the GCSE event albeit focussed more on more complex physics topics. 

 

We are proud to have three members of our team teaching science within our feeder schools. As part of 

their induction, Year 6 students attend a STEM day in July. In science sessions they learn about 

investigative techniques and safety in the laboratory. 

 

There is a lunchtime Astronomy Club, which is very well attended by a range of enthusiastic students from 

different year groups. 

 

 

ENGLISH 
In July, over 230 Year 6 students from surrounding 

Primary Schools took part in an English Transition 

morning. Students were engaged in a variety of 

tasks designed to help them integrate into English 

at Painsley. 

 

Literacy also became embedded into the Emmaus 

programme with activities designed to ensure that 

students constantly consider their literacy skills. 
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The English department engages students through a broad and varied curriculum.  Students cover the 

skills of reading, writing and spoken language.  These skills are covered through a wide variety of texts 

such as novels, aimed to progress the students’ reading age, non-fiction texts, designed to widen a 

student’s awareness of the world and poetry, created by poets from different backgrounds and cultures. 

 

Literacy is at the heart of the curriculum, with every student in Year 7 and 8 reading 3 novels each year.  

At Painsley, we believe that a student’s love of literature should be nurtured and developed. 

 

 
COMPUTING 

A balance of ICT and Computing is taught to all students in Year 7 and 8, with the Computing element 

covering theory and an introduction to programming. Students have the option of furthering their 

Computer Science study in Key Stage 4 with GCSE Computer Science, or have the option of following a 

more ICT based route with OCR Creative iMedia.  

                                     

OCR Creative iMedia consists of 3 controlled assessment projects and 1 external examination. This is 

covered in Year 9, 10 and Year 11 and uses a range of software applications.   

 

Computer Science is taken from Year 9 to Year 11. Students will take 2 external examinations that test 

the theory of algorithms and how computers work. A programming project is also completed which will use 

20 hours of lesson time.  

 

Lunchtime support and access to computers are 

available at lunchtimes to enable students to 

continue their work for Computer Science and OCR 

Creative iMedia. After school sessions are provided 

to particularly support Key Stage 4 students.  

 

Year 6 participated in a Maths and Computing day in 

July where they learnt about the properties of 

polygons, used the “Scratch” programming 

environment to draw their own polygons and 

developed their PowerPoint skills to present a fact 

file about the properties of different polygons 

(pictured right).  

 
 
GEOGRAPHY 
The geography department provides an extensive range of field trips throughout Years 7 to 13. 

 

There was a visit to the 

Natural History Museum 

in London by Year 8 in 

March. 

 

For 5 days in July, 50 

Year 10 Geography and 

History students 

travelled to Penzance, 

Cornwall for a memorable 

field trip (pictured 

right): 
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Year 8 students had a North Wales Coastline visit in 

October to study coastal processes, landforms and 

coastal defences (pictured right). 

 

Year 12 visited North Wales, Salford Quays and 

Trafford Centre, Hanley and the 2012 Olympic Park, 

London as part of their preparation for AS and A2 

levels. 

 

Year 11 visited the River Dane in September 2018 and 

Salford Quays in November 2018 to collect primary 

data for the Paper 3 component of their GCSE. 

 

Year 7 visited Dovedale as part of their work on rivers.  

The students saw how river environments are important tourist attractions and considered how people can 

affect the environment in beautiful landscapes. 

 

 

23 Year 12 and 13 students went on a trip to Italy 

for 4 days in March.  They visited Naples, Pompeii 

and Mount Vesuvius (pictured left).   

 

In March 2020 Year 12 and 13 students will visit 

Iceland on a 5 day tour to look at the magnificent 

landscapes that this country has to offer.  The visit 

is also open to non-geography A Level students if 

not over-subscribed. 

 

 

 
HISTORY 
Year 7 students visited Warwick Castle, exploring the castle walls, state rooms and dungeons.  They also 

looked at what it would have been like to live and work in the castle over 700 years ago.  They had a tour 

of the castle and dungeons and walked around the castle walls. 

 

Year 10 students will be visiting Auschwitz this year as it prepares for the 75th anniversary of its 

liberation. We will be visiting Oskar Schindler’s factory, the Wieliczka Salt Mines and embarking on a 

guided tour of Auschwitz-Birkenau Museum. 

 

Furthermore, the history department provides an extensive range of extra-curricular opportunities 

before, during and after the College day.  

 
 

MUSIC 
Painsley’s music department continues to thrive. From the Year 7 massed choirs performing in front of a 

packed audience at the Christmas concerts to the Year 11 GCSE students writing and recording their own 

original compositions, students continue to show a love of music-making outside of the classroom and a 

passion for the subject inside the classroom. 
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The Wind Band, String Ensemble, Choir and other ensembles performed on many occasions in the run up to 

Christmas including the Christmas Concerts and Suppers (pictured right), the Party for the Elderly and the 

Sixth Form Carol Service. A number of smaller ensembles, such as the flute group and the saxophone 

ensemble, were invited to play in other events throughout the year, including curriculum evenings and 

prospective parents’ evening.  Last year, more than 50 of our students successfully undertook an ABRSM 

exam.  ABRSM is the world’s leading provider of music exams. 

  

As well as finishing their music GCSE, the Year 11 music students organised three highly successful talent 

shows with the theme of ‘I’m a Celebrity’.  

   

Numerous Painsley musicians continue to perform in the many regional ensembles on a weekly basis, being 

part of the regional Orchestra, Wind Band and Brass Band. They rehearse regularly and perform concerts 

in many locations.  In February a pit band was formed to perform the music for our annual musical ‘Oliver’. 

The students performed to three large audiences, including students from our feeder primary schools.  

  

In March the Painsley Pyramid Concert returned with many Painsley ensembles and feeder primaries 

putting together a programme for ‘A Night at the Movies’. The evening was full of famous themes from 

well-known films as well as popcorn and sweets for the full experience.  

 

In March, the Painsley Rock Band travelled to “Music For Youth” – a rock, pop and urban regional music 

festival in Birmingham.   They then attended the Music for Youth’s National Festival Fringe event in 

Birmingham. 

  

On 2nd July, the Summer Concert gave all members of the Music Department an opportunity to share their 

hard work and talents with family and friends. Following the Summer Concert, the Saxophone Ensemble 

performed at the Alton annual garden party. 

  

All music GCSE students performed in recital evenings to an audience giving them the opportunity to 

experience playing to an intimate audience. 

  

The music department finished the year with a tour to Belgium (pictured below) – a complete highlight of 

the calendar. The 66 students from the Concert Band and Choir travelled to Ostend and the Concert Band 

performed their first concert on a band stand in this seaside town. The tour travelled to Bobbejaanland 

Theme Park for a relaxing day on the rides and then were straight back to performing with a reflective 

performance at the Menin Gate 

ceremony in Ypres. The people gathered 

for the memorial were moved to tears 

by the choir’s brilliant performance of 

‘Abide With Me’.  Following a canal ride 

in Bruges the Concert Band performed 

an open air concert in Burg square to a 

very appreciative audience.  

Ruaidhri Gillen Lynch in Year 10 said ‘our 

tour to Belgium was a great experience, 

I thoroughly enjoyed performing in the 

streets of Bruges and visiting the 

cathedral of Ypres.  It was an 

experience that I will never forget’.  

 

The tour was hugely successful with lots 

of playing, football on the beach and, of course, chocolate.   

  

Plans are already underway for the next production: Annie.  
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ART 
In September 2018 we took GCSE Art and Photography students to Yorkshire Sculpture Park to enable 

them to study the sculptures and gather images from their photoshoots to use within their coursework.  

This was a really interesting and rewarding visit. 

  

AS and A Level Art and Textiles students participated in a visit to London to research their themes and 

gather ideas for their projects.   They visited the Royal Academy Summer show, the National Portrait 

Gallery, the Victoria & Albert Museum, The Tate Modern, The Tate Britain, The New Designers Graduate 

Show and the National Gallery. Students gathered a wealth of visual research and inspiration to bring back 

to college and develop for their coursework unit. 

  

Over 100 Year 8 students visited the Warner Bros. Studio Tour – The Making of Harry Potter in 

Leavesden. 

 

In July Over 200 Year 8 students visited Trentham Gardens for a Creative Arts Day.  They went around 

the Gardens and looked at wooden, wicker, wire and rope sculptures before exploring the award-winning 

sensory garden, the barefoot walk and found their way through the sound maze. 

  

In July, the GCSE and A Level Art Exhibition at 

the Sixth Form was a great success. It showcased 

the exciting and varied work of Painsley students. 

Pleasingly all of our A Level students have secured 

places to continue their art studies to Foundation 

level.  The annual photography competition 

attracted even more interesting and diverse 

entries this year and the winners were presented 

with prizes on the opening night of the exhibition.  

 

Weekly GCSE support sessions continued to be well 

attended every Wednesday after school. Students 

who attended these sessions were rewarded with 

excellent results in their art GCSE. 

  

Painsley students’ artwork continues to be exhibited annually at the Foxlowe Arts Centre, Leek. 

 

Our Key Stage 3 art club worked hard to produce props and costumes for this year's school production 

'Oliver'. 

  

Year 12 and 13 art students attended a screen print workshop run by ‘Present Workshops’ at Spode. They 

were introduced to the technique and were given an excellent presentation detailing what equipment would 

be used and how. Much of what was learnt was included within their coursework.  

  

This year we look forward to the return of Mark Lippett for 2 artist in residence days with our Year 11 

GCSE students where they will gain an insight into his painting expertise and add valuable painting work to 

their coursework.  Our Year 11 students will also be visiting his exhibition in Burton-upon-Trent and will 

gain the experience of a talk by Mark about his latest work.  

 

We are introducing new visits this year for students to gain inspiration for their own work.  These include 

the Sea life centre, the Botanical gardens in Birmingham and Peak Wildlife park. 

 

We also have our own Instagram page (Painsley_creativearts) where we post student work and celebrate 

their talents. We also encourage students to visit the page to see what exhibitions are on in and around 

the area that may help them with their own work.  
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DRAMA 
In the Spring term the Drama Society performed its sell-out production of Oliver to an ecstatic crowd. 

The talented cast, choir and orchestra ranged from Years 7 to 13 and the production was supported by 

many college departments, including music, art and textiles, making it a truly whole school production.   It 

was a resounding success. 

 

Year 9, 10 and 12 drama students visited the Regent Theatre in Hanley to watch the National Theatre’s 

‘War Horse’.  

 

During May half-term, Year 12 and 13 students went to the Lowry Theatre in Salford Quays to experience 

the English Touring Theatre’s performance of ‘Equus’, a text they study in Year 13 and have to write about 

in their A Level exams. 

 

This year we are very excited to produce Annie as our annual college production. Senior student directors 

will work to put the production together with a group of musicians, actors and designers on the project, 

working closely with Miss Hickey, Miss Bennett and many other talented members of staff from Music, Art 

and Textiles. This promises to be another wonderful whole-school production! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Oliver – February 2019 
 

Many theatre trips took place during the year in order to develop students’ understanding of professional 

theatre and a whole host of new trips are coming up including a trip to ‘The Woman In Black at the Regent 

Theatre, ‘Les Miserables’ in Salford Quays and ‘We Will Rock You’ with all of Year 9 at the Palace Theatre 

in Manchester. We look forward to our up-coming Sixth Form London visit in December to see the 

fantastic talent that London’s West End has to offer as well as backstage tours of professional theatres.   

 

 

The Drama department looks forward to the talented performances of the GCSE and A Level students in 

their examined performances throughout the year, including ‘Five Kinds of Silence’, ‘Girls Like That’ and 

‘My Mother Said I Never Should’. GCSE students are also working on devised performances around the 

theme of ‘dystopia’ and A Level students are working with the innovative practitioner Punchdrunk.  
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DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY 
 

There was a joint art and textiles exhibition held at 

the Sixth Form.  This was a celebration of our 

students’ creative work, including Key Stage 3, GCSE 

and A Level and Key Stage 3 Photography. 

 

The KMF team once again enjoyed success at this 

year’s Young Engineer of the Year competition 

(pictured left).  Painsley were last man (robot) 

standing at the Robot Wards competition.   

 

A group of Year 11 and Sixth Form textiles students 

visited the Christian Dior exhibition at the Victoria 

and Albert Museum in London. 

 

Textiles clubs run all year for all students wishing to be involved. 

 

 

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES 
On 12th November, over 160 Year 4 pupils and their teachers from our feeder primary schools attended a 

“Celebration of Languages” day organised by the MFL department. Students received taster sessions in 

German, Spanish and French and learned the words and actions to the German song “das Fliegerlied”. 

 

In February, selected Year 9 students went to Aston University in Birmingham for a Spanish Culture and 

Language workshop.   

 

In May, 49 Year 9 and 10 Year 10 students went to Chester University for a Higher Education Experience 

day.   

 

On 8th July, 126 Year 9 students took part in the MFL trips to Germany and Spain. 78 Year 9 students 

stayed in Cologne and took in the sights of the cathedral, chocolate museum and sports and Olympic 

museum visited Bonn, Königswinter and Phantasialand and 48 students flew to Madrid and took in the sights 

of Las Ventas bullring, Bernabeu stadium, the Prado museum, the Reina Sofia museum and the Real palace.  

 

Languages club takes place every Thursday 

lunchtime and is run by the Year 8 and Year 9 

MFL Ambassadors.  All students are welcome. 
 
 

German Trip 

Spain Trip 
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3.     MUSIC DEPARTMENT 
 

Over several years students have gained successes in Instrumental Grade Examinations with the 
Associated Examination Board and Trinity College. 
 

2013/14 2014/15 2015/16 2016/17 2017/18 
Strings 11 students 

Woodwind 32 students 

Brass – 8 students 

Percussion – 2 students 

Guitar – 7 students 

Piano – 14 students 

Keyboard – 1 student 

Theory – 8 students 

Voice – 1 student 

Strings – 8 students 

Woodwind – 31 students 

Brass – 3 students 

Drumkit – 1 student 

Guitar – 2 students 

Piano – 16 students 

Theory – 9 students 

 

Strings – 6 students 

Woodwind – 22 students 

Brass – 5 students 

Guitar – 1 student 

Piano – 12 students 

Theory – 5 students 

Voice – 1 student 

Strings – 11 students 

Woodwind – 16 students 

Piano – 6 students 

Theory – 6 students 

Voice – 1 student 

Strings – 12 students 

Woodwind – 31 students 

Piano – 9 students 

Theory – 3 students 

Voice – 1 student 

2018/2019 
Strings – Violin 

Year 10 – Tallis Kinrade (Grade 4) and Heather Dalgleish (Grade 3) 

Year 9 – Brandon Stubbs (Grade 3) 

Year 8 – Robyn Bradbury (Grade 3), Chloe Brown (Grade 3) and Alicia Koss (Grade 1) 

Year 7 – Samantha Dalgleish (Grade 1) and Evangeline-Mai Stanley (Grade 1) 

Strings – Viola - Year 8 – Augustine Scorey (Grade 3) and Elizabeth Mansell (Grade 1) 

Strings – Cello 

Year 11 – Ella Wildgoose (Grade 2) 

Year 10 – Ignatius Scorey (Grade 5), Isobel Ellerton (Grade 2) and Elizabeth Hartmann (Grade 2) 

Year 9 – Jasmine Eccles (Grade 2) 

Year 8 – Donald Jones (Grade 1) 

Woodwind – Flute 

Year 12 – Amelia Godwin (Grade 4) 

Year 11 – Charlotte Townsend (Grade 4) 

Year 10 – Grace Mackey (Grade 4) and Leticia McCready (Grade 3) 

Year 9 – Georgina Hope (Grade 3) Breanne Chell (Grade 2) and Katharine Harrison-Swann (Grade 2) 

Year 8 – Lola Davies (Grade 4), Amelia Fenwick (Grade 3), Livia Santos Pasta (Grade 3), Isabella Price (Grade 2), 

Charlotte Reid (Grade 2), Chloe Burgess (Grade 1) and Charlotte Hodgkinson (Grade 1) 

Year 7 – Amber Ward (Grade 1) 

Woodwind – Clarinet 

Year 12 – Charlotte Leedham (Grade 6) 

Year 11 – Cameron Griffiths (Grade 5) and Thomas Smallwood (Grade 5) 

Year 10 – Eleanor Davies (Grade 6) and Lucy Davies (Grade 5) 

Year 11 – Thomas Smallwood (Grade 5) 

Year 9 – Rebecca Sims (Grade 5) 

Woodwind – Alto Saxophone 

Year 12 – Charlotte Leedham (Grade 3) 

Year 11 – Millie Hulse (Grade 5) 

Year 10 – Filip Gronkiewicz (Grade 7) 

Year 9 – Helena Vincent (Grade 2) 

Woodwind – Tenor Saxophone - Year 13 – Antonia Masters (Grade 8) 

Piano 

Year 12 – Antonia Masters (Grade 6) 

Year 11 – Jamie Hopkinson (Grade 5), Grace Chandler (Grade 3) and Fred Broster (Grade 2) 

Year 10 – Eleanor Davies (Grade 5), Filip Gronkiewicz (Grade 3), Isla Wilson (Grade 3), Louis Hutchinson (Grade 2), Lucy 

McAthey (Grade 2), Tallis Kinrade (Grade 2) and Leticia McCready (Grade 1) 

Year 8 – Jack Czwartynski (Grade 1), Bailey Dunn (Grade 1) and James Hutchinson (Grade 1) 

Year 7 – Samuel McAllister (Grade 6) and Amber Ward (Grade 1) 

Music Theory - Year 10 – Lucy Davies (Grade 5) 

Singing – Musical Theatre 

Year 12 – Carrigan Horne (Grade 6) 

Year 10 – Jessica Burke (Grade 4) and Isobel Ellerton (Grade 1) 

Year 9 – Katharine Harrison-Swann (Grade 2) and Helena Vincent (Grade 2) 

Year 8 – Carys James (Grade 2) and Shakira Lowe (Grade 1) 

Year 7 – Evelyn Slavin Keelan (Grade 2), Jessica Bowen (Grade 1) and Sienna Woolliscroft (Grade 1) 

Singing - Year 9 – Breanne Chell (Grade 3) 

Singing – Popular Music – Year 10 – Jessica Burke (Grade 4) 
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4. 

DONATIONS TO CHARITY IN 2018/2019 
 
 

 

 

£726 was raised for Macmillan with a coffee morning. 

 

£2,000 was raised for CAFOD. 

 

£8,000 was raised for Mary’s Meals. 

 

£8,000 was raised for “Jimmy”.   

 

£4,000 was raised by Year 7 students who took part in the Parable of the Talents. 

 

£215.01 was raised for the Royal British Legion with the sale of Poppies. 

 

Olivia Rolfe, Year 12 student, filled socks with useful items and donated them to a homeless charity in the 

City for Christmas 2018. 

 

Cliona Griffin donated the waivered the cost of her main Christmas present and donated the money to 

Peter Pan nursery for children with disabilities. 

 

The above amounts exclude any fundraising that was made by students and sent direct to Charities. 

 

 

 
 

 

Pictured above: Students delivering produce 

to Cheadle Food Bank – December 2018. 
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5. 

CITIZENSHIP 
 
2018/19 was marked as a mission year in school.  Through a range of activities and opportunities we endeavoured to ‘know 

ourselves’.  The mission year began with a visit from Barry and Margaret Mizen who lost their son Jimmy in South-East 

London in May 2008 in a violent act.  The violence shown to their son, which resulted in his death, prompted Barry and 

Margaret to dedicate their lives to sharing the message of reconciliation. 

 

All Emmaus groups pledged to raise funds for “Mary’s Meals” in Years 7, 8 and 9 and ‘For Jimmy” in Years 10 and 11.  Sixth 

Form students also raised funds for their elected charities. 

 

Over 100 parcels were distributed to those in need by Student Leaders and Parish Link Co-ordinators, as part of our 

Harvest thanksgiving (pictured below).  

 

In October, last year’s Year 11s were invited back to receive their GCSE 

certificates.  

 

The College participates in the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme with a growing 

number of Bronze, Silver and Gold award groups.  In March, Esther Baskeyfield 

and Lily Clarke (Year 11 students) became two of the County’s first Duke of 

Edinburgh’s Award Ambassadors. 

 

During the Pastoral/Citizenship day in November, all students took part in 

activities related to Remembrance to mark the Centenary. 

 

In November, Anti-Bullying Week was marked by numerous activities, themed assemblies and prayer.  There was a non-

uniform day with a blue theme – the colour of support for the campaign. 

 

Painsley hosted the second Rights Respecting School conference for all six of the Painsley feeder primary schools.  More 

than 70 children aged 7 – 11 visited Painsley for the afternoon to explore issues relating to human rights with around 30 

Painsley RRS Ambassadors. The theme for the afternoon was “Our Favourite Right”. 

 

A group of Painsley Sixth Form students taking part in a Young Enterprise enrichment programme attended a Dragon’s Den 

event at Michelin Tyres Directors’ suite in November.  The students created and ran their own business as a team and had 

the opportunity to interact with other school groups participating in Young Enterprise.  They also attended the World of 

Wedgwood Young Enterprise Trade Fair in March, selling their products to members of the public. 

 

Year 11 ‘Big Idea’ Day, in October, saw representatives from local industrialists visiting the school to work with students on 

different roles within a company, forming a company, deciding on an event theme and creating tenders, ending the day with 

presentations to the year group.  They also participated in the “You’re 

Hired” Day, which allowed students to create and run a small business for 

the day. 

 

Also in November, Year 9 and primary feeder schools contributed to the 

annual shoe box appeal. 

 

The annual Christmas party for the friends of Painsley was held in 

December and was organised by Sixth Form students.  Mrs Rowley, Food 

Technology and Year 10 GCSE students made a delicious buffet, including 

trifles, mince pies and cakes.  There were around 80 party-goers, 

including people from the feeder parishes (pictured right). 
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In January, Years 7-9 took part in a Pastoral morning which explained the importance of a healthy body image and well-

being. Blesma also came in to speak to Year 9 about resilience and coping strategies. Year 10 focused on mindfulness and 

resilience, whereas Year 11 students had an interview day, receiving their GCSE grades (based on their mock exams and 

their coursework grades), having personal interviews with senior staff and completing their progress files.  

 

In February, Year 10 took part in a morning that focused on the importance of passenger safety, to prepare them for the 

Crash course, which Year 11 participated in a month later, in March. 

 

In March, over 200 Year 9 students, with accompanying staff, spent Citizenship/Pastoral day at the National Memorial 

Arboretum.  The experience was extremely enjoyable and students took part in tours detailing the different memorials. The 

students were reverent and respectful.  

 

During Lent, Year 7 took part in the Parable of the Talents’ 

fundraising event, using their gifts and talents for the good of 

others raising money towards HCPT and the Lourdes Pilgrimage.   

 

Provision for more able students is an extremely important element 

to the college’s curriculum. We aim to ensure that all more able 

students feel stretched and challenged within the classroom and 

through enrichment activities.  

 

On the 19th October, 20 Year 11 students took part in Oxford 

University’s taster day. Students enjoyed learning about life at 

Oxford and speaking to university students and lecturers who 

shared their experience of university and studying at Oxford 

(pictured right). 

 

In the summer term Year 8 Gifted and Talented students took part in the Scholars Programme in which they undertook 

study of a supra-curricular topic in philosophy, researching into the topic of ‘Is there an external world?’. All the students 

graduated from the programme at Liverpool University with First Class or Upper Second qualifications in their projects.  

 

15 students from Year 10 took part in the Business and Economics club in the spring term as they developed their 

entrepreneurial skills and economic understanding. All the students went on to present their entrepreneurial business ideas 

in a Dragon’s Den styled competition at Painsley Sixth Form.  

 

20 students from Year 7 took part in critical thinking enrichment sessions to help further develop different ways of 

thinking when studying their GCSE topics.  

 

There is much more gifted and talented student provision, support and enrichment that is available to view on the school’s 

website.  
 

This year, 15 Painsley students, accompanied by Mrs Chell and Mrs Hopkinson, undertook a Comenius Exchange visit with our 

partner school, OWG-Dahn from the Rheinland-Pfalz area of southwest Germany. Our students took part in work experience 

activities in a German school and the local community.   

 

Students from OWG-Dahn, Germany visited us here at Painsley 14th- 18th January 2019 and shadowed our students looking 

at what school and home life is like here in England. Students from OWG-Dahn spent the visit with their English host 

partner, shadowing them in lessons and experiencing school life. From there the students spent a couple of nights with their 

English host, allowing the students to experience life in an English home.   

 

This proved to be an excellent opportunity for our students, allowing them to develop their English-German language, 

especially, those students who have opted to student GCSE German, so that they could develop their language skills further.  

 

Year 9 students participated in a “Bright Futures” morning focusing on the advantages of Higher Education.  They took part 

in a series of workshops including one with student ambassadors from Keele University.  
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In July, Year 10 students participated in a “Post-16 Pathways day” at the Sixth Form College.  The purpose of the day was 

to encourage them to consider college as a pathway to higher education. 

 

Emmaus group 11JE visited Alton Towers as a reward for raising the most raffle ticket money for the College Christmas 

Concerts and Suppers. 

 

There was a Magistrate’s Day in July for Year 8, organised and supported by our Sixth Form Law Students. 
 

Year 10 Work Experience week took part in July.  We received many excellent reports from the placement providers. 

Placements varied from the Primary Schools to outdoor activity centres and as far afield as Manchester and Germany. 
 

Year 8 received a morning based on Careers, Education and Guidance and visited the Sixth Form.   

 

The biennial Careers Convention took place with representatives from industry, armed forces, the world of further 

education and public services. 

 

A final Pastoral/Citizenship morning in July had a theme of healthy lifestyles, to run alongside Sports Day.  Students 

studied issues relating to sun care, healthy eating, body image and sport/exercise.  Year 8 students also undertook some 

basic first-aid training and Year 7 were visited by a guest speaker, Mr Cope, about road safety. Year 9 had a very emotive 

session focused on the importance of resilience and positive attitudes. 

 

The College has achieved the Gold UNICEF’s “Rights Respecting School Award”. 

 

In March, a small group of Painsley’s potential doctors visited Keele Medical School to participate in the ‘So you want to be a 

doctor?’ conference. 

 

All students had the opportunity to participate in retreats and pilgrimages throughout the year. 

 

During activity week, over 120 Year 7 students camped at Shugborough Estate where they took part in activities such as 

archery, caving, rock climbing, kayaking and many other team building exercises. 

 

The reward scheme continued across the College.  The system acknowledges the effort put into College work by all students 

regardless of academic ability.  Every half-term, students receive an effort grade for every subject.  This is then 

translated into an effort percentage and Bronze, Silver, Gold and Platinum awards are given.  Students who receive Platinum 

or Gold every time are entered into a prize draw.  Companies and supporters who kindly donate prizes and sponsorship 

include Portmeirion, Stoke Ski Centre, Cottage Delights and many others. 

 

In July, students who had received 220+ Conduct Points were rewarded with trips to Alton Towers, The Snowdome and 

Blackpool Pleasure Beach.  A group of students also went to Twycross Zoo. 

 

In July, 178 students attended the Year 11 dinner and dance held at the Uttoxeter Racecourse (pictured below). 
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6.      ACCOLADES 
 
We are in the top 12% of state-funded schools in the whole of the country in terms of the progress that our 

students make (Progress 8) and our 82% English Baccalaureate entry places us in the top 7% of all state-funded 

mainstream schools. 

 

In December, Painsley was awarded the 2017 World Class School Quality Mark. 

 

We are a designated National Teaching School. 

 

We were given the prestigious role of a ‘Maths Hub School’ – one of only 35 in the whole of the Country. 
 

We are a Specialist Science College. 
 

We are a High Performing Specialist Status College and hold a second specialism for Mathematics and Computing. 
 

Investors in People status achieved at the highest level.  
 

Artsmark Silver Award in recognition of our outstanding Art, Music and Drama. 
 

We were awarded, for the third time, the prestigious ICT Mark from Becta for our use of ICT to support 

all learners and school activities. 
 

We hold the Sportsmark award recognising our excellent PE programmes and sport. 
 

We have been reaccredited with the “Improving Health and Well-Being” mark. 
 

Painsley has been awarded the North West Midlands Music Education Hub (NWMMEH) Excellence in Music Provision  

Gold Award. 

 

On 10th April 2019 – Painsley held the Annual Presentation Evening.  Mr Stephen Bell, Chief Executive Officer, was 

the guest of honour. 
 

We have been awarded the Information, Advice and Guidance Kitemark in recognition of the quality of provision of 

careers information and work related learning. 
 

In June, Records of Achievement were presented at a Special Year 11 assembly.  The day ended with a Mass of 

Celebration to which parents were invited.  
 

360 e-safety kitemark for our extensive work on using the internet safely. 
 

Full dyslexia friendly status. 
 

We were accredited with the Rights Respecting School Gold Award for our commitment and promotion of the 

rights of children. 

 

We were awarded the anti-bullying mark in 2017. 

 

We received an ‘Outstanding’ rating in all categories and measures from the Diocesan Inspection. 

 

Mr Bell, Chief Executive Officer, is a National Leader of Education (NLE). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


