
 

‘Voice and Spirit’ 

of our Painsley Community 
Hi all, 
 
Hope everyone is well and that you are all settling in and enjoying your new way of learning from home.  
The chaplaincy crew would like to share with you some words and reflections as we approach Holy week.  
It is during Holy week that we remember the last week of Jesus’ life on earth.  
As we are unable to gather with our parish families during this most sacred time, let us take this opportunity to 
pray, reflect and walk this journey of love together spiritually as a college community.  
 
Let us first ponder 
‘Let love cast out fear’. 
I am sure that we have all been caught up in the minute-by-minute anxieties of this horrible coronavirus crisis, 
which has had such an unpredictable and global impact. But, we can rest assured that within these dark days of 
uncertainty the church continues to do what it has always done in the face of adversity.  
We continue to gather together as the church in whatever ways we are able, we continue to worship in spirit and 
truth and we continue to work together to love our neighbour and serve others in the many ways possible for us to 
do so. 
 
Stories of hope and inspiration this week 
A mystery resident has left bagged lunches outside her house on a busy road for anyone who needs them. 
A sign left with the bagged meal reads: ‘For anyone who needs it I will be leaving some healthy snack lunches on 
this table for you if you are hungry and need to eat. Made with love from a neighbourhood mum in a clean and 
sanitized kitchen’.  
 
Although all Disney parks are closed, they are donating dairy, fruit, vegetables, packaged goods and banquet meals 
and all their excess food to local food banks. Disneyland Paris has donated 15 tonnes of food to local and national 
associations in France. 
 
The family of 88 year old Darrell Blackley, who died at North Manchester General Hospital on Friday after testing 
positive for coronavirus, have asked people to carry out acts of kindness in his memory. 
‘Instead of flowers and cards we would like you to give acts of kindness. Help someone who is lonely or struggling 
during this time, who needs shopping, childcare or a chat. Build something beautiful in Darrell’s memory’. 
 
The Easter Story 
We all know and understand that bad things happen and it is hard to see a way forward when we are struggling, 
but let us be encouraged as we read and listen to the Easter story unfolding. Let us ponder the miracle of hope, the 
underlying message of Easter; Jesus overcomes death, just like good will always triumph over bad. 
 
Palm Sunday – Read Matthew 26:14-27:66 
Reflection 
As we have been in isolation with loved ones, we have been restricted in what we can and cannot do, where we can 
go and whom we can see. Have your values and outlook changed over the past couple of weeks? Has it made you 
think differently about what matters to you most? What do you now value in your life?  
As the people welcomed Jesus into Jerusalem, how can we welcome Jesus’ love and values into our homes this Holy 
Day? 
 
Maundy Thursday – Read John 13:1-15 
Reflection 
Jesus washes His disciples' feet. Throughout these troubled days and weeks, we have and will continue to have 
many opportunities to help each other and if we do that generously and cheerfully we will not only make life easier 
for others but we will also strengthen our family home and community.  
What simple acts can we do to serve each other in our homes and community today? 
 
Good Friday – Read John 18:1-19:42 
Reflection 
Seeing Jesus suffer and die, how do you think Jesus’ friends and mother felt?  



 
Take a moment to think about your family and friends and how they are coping with this current crisis.  
How can we offer them our love, support and kind words today? 
 
Easter Sunday – Read John 20:1-19 
Reflection 
Such is the awesome nature of Jesus’ resurrection that the apostles initially found it hard to accept what has 
happened. They could not fully understand that Jesus had risen from the dead and left the tomb. In the days ahead, 
they saw the risen Christ and he gave them the gift of peace.  
 
On this Easter day, we can also be peaceful knowing that Jesus has saved us and is with us always. 
As we experience a world of pain, sorrow and tears, Easter reminds us to trust in the risen Lord who gives us the 
strength to fight our worries and fears. 
Imagine and believe how much you are loved by God. Especially through these difficult times, always remember 
that Jesus wants us to show others that he is truly present in our hearts by the way that we live our lives through 
our acts of love, mercy, compassion and selflessness. 
 
Food for thought…  
 
‘Science teaches us that we need at least 4 basic elements to survive 
1. Water 
2. Air 
3. Food 
4. Light 

And look what the bible tells us about the Risen Lord 
1. I am the living water 
2. I am the breath of life 
3. I am the bread of life 
4. I am the Light of the world’  
 
Year 10 student reflection 
This week we continue to learn from home after our college closed as a result of the coronavirus. During this time 
we have been adapting to learning on line in place of our normal lessons in college. 
Although it feels very different to being in lessons I like live streaming because it has helped me stay on track with 
my work and we are being taught just as we would be at school.  
 
Unfortunately, the pandemic has caused all the churches in the UK to close, meaning we can no longer attend 
church. This has affected my faith because my family and I attend church every Sunday, however we can no longer 
do this. Although, my faith teaches me to place my trust in God so through this difficult time I understand that God 
will be there present in my life no matter what. 

Year 13 student reflection 
The last few weeks have led to real changes occurring. For me especially the uncertainty around my A-Levels being 
cancelled has been particularly challenging. However as always the support and guidance by all at Painsley has 
been highly influential in getting me through it. Since working from home, I have been able to reflect on everything 
that is going on. 

 
It has allowed for me to see the value of family and friends and how important the little things in life are that we 
take for granted. Like everything else churches have now been closed and so watching Mass online is a new one for 
us all. However, faith carries us through times of crisis and helps us value what we have around us. As we 
approach Easter next week, I hope we all come together to remember the sacrifice of Jesus. That this sacrifice 
offers us all hope for the future and that each of us will take something away from this moment in history. 

Words from Our Principal 
Wishing you all a Blessed and Holy Easter. You and your families are in my thought and prayers. 
 
  
God Bless  



 

 


