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Your child’s future
at Painsley

Welcome from the Chief Executive Officer
I am delighted that you have decided to 
consider Painsley Catholic College for your 
child.  The College is part of The Painsley 
Catholic Academy, the largest multi-academy 
in the Archdiocese of Birmingham.  I have a 
clear vision of how our family of schools can 
operate effectively, ensuring that each and 

every one of our students achieves their full potential in a caring 
and disciplined environment. 

As Chief Executive Officer (CEO), I am blessed to have 
outstanding staff, outstanding directors, outstanding support from 
parents and parishes and, crucially, outstanding and respectful 
students.  I take the trust that you, as parents, put in me as CEO 
to care, guide and educate your child very seriously.  I assure 
you that I will work tirelessly to ensure that your child’s ambitions 
and God-given talents are realised.

I look forward to welcoming your child to Painsley Catholic 
College in September.

Mr S. G. Bell  BA (Hons)  PGCE MA NPQH
Chief Executive Officer

Welcome from the Principal
I am privileged and honoured to welcome you to 
Painsley Catholic College.  At Painsley we live the 
mission statement of our College: “In our College 
we value and respect every person as a child of 
God, as we grow together in faith, knowledge, 
understanding and love to serve the community.”  
Our mission is summarised in the motto to “Know 

yourself”.  As part of this process, we guide and encourage all 
students to achieve academic excellence and ensure their God-given 
gifts and talents flourish through a rich tapestry of extra-curricular and 
enrichment opportunities.

Painsley Catholic College is first and foremost a Catholic school and 
our vocation is to guide all those entrusted to us to a life rooted in 
the Gospel values and to recognise all as children of God, made in 
his image and likeness.  Education is a unique opportunity to create 
beauty and truth in all those we encounter and a foundation to 
enable our students to work in the world and prepare for their future 
vocations.

All of our staff are committed to the pursuit of excellence with high 
expectations and a caring and supported learning environment.  We 
have a proven record of success.  We are committed to build on past 
success, to strengthen the values and achievements of the present 
and to embrace the challenges of the future.  We pride ourselves 
in being at the forefront of developments, and as such, have been 
recognised as a National Teaching School, Maths Hub and indeed 
a World-Class School.  The Painsley Multi-Academy Company 
provides a unique opportunity to enhance and develop Painsley as 
an outstanding Catholic school.

We welcome all students to Painsley and in return we expect our 
students to have high expectations and personal standards and 
embrace any opportunity that comes their way.  As we journey 
together through these most important years of formation we ask for 
parents’ support in the mission, values and ethos of Painsley Catholic 
College.  We look forward to welcoming you.  In the words of Pope 
Francis “Educating is an act of love, it is life-giving.”  We are truly 
blessed in being entrusted with this vocation.

We are happy to show parents around our College at any time and 
will be delighted to speak to you.  Please do not hesitate to contact 
us to make an appointment or to seek further information.

Mrs R. A Waugh,  BA (Hons), PGCE
Principal

“Painsley is 
a wonderful 
College - it 
provides 
a first-class 
education.”
- Parent
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“Students 
really enjoy 
coming to 
College...
They feel very 
safe and well 
cared for, 
and treat each 
other with 
respect.”
- Ofsted

Mission StatementOur

In our College we value and respect 
every person as a child of God, as 
we grow together in faith, knowledge, 
understanding and love to serve the 
community.
Painsley’s inspectors rate the College as OUTSTANDING in 
every way.  

In May 2018, Painsley Catholic College was judged to be 
‘Outstanding’ in all areas of the national section 48 inspection 
framework, the standards which all Catholic schools aspire to.  
Two diocesan inspectors concluded that Painsley is outstanding 
in all areas of Catholic Life, Religious Education and Collective 
Worship.  Comments included:

“Catholic life is given the highest priority … it is a core part of 
every aspect of school life and its curriculum.”
“Outcomes in Religious Education are among the highest in the 
Archdiocese of Birmingham.”
“Collective worship is central to the daily life of the school and 
enables the whole community to authentically encounter Christ.”

The outcomes of our efforts are plain for all to see.  Our GCSE 
results are outstanding and place the College in the top 2% of 
schools in the whole of the country.  Similarly, at A Level, the 
results are testimony to the dedication of our specialist teachers.  
We believe in an all-round educational experience for our 
students and we have won a plethora of sporting fixtures and are 
county champions in many sports.  We have also attained the 
prestigious Arts Mark Silver Award.
 
The College has a variety of national accreditations including: 
Improving Health and Wellbeing Award, LPPA, Sportsmark, 
NAACE ICT Mark, E-Safety Mark, IAG, Arts Mark Silver, 
Comenius, Anti-Bullying Mark, Anti-Bullying pledge school, Full 
Dyslexia Friendly status and UNICEF’s Rights Respecting Gold 
Award and Music Education Hub - gold standard.  Painsley also 
has ‘World-Class School Status’.  We are proud to be judged, as 
one of a few outstanding schools, as a World-Class school.  

The award’s uniqueness lies in the fact that the students are 
assessed with regards to whether they are world-class, rather 
than the school itself.  The premise being that if a school is truly 
world-class, then its students should be able to demonstrate this 
in whatever context they find themselves.  Our students were 
described as ‘exceptional students’ and thus Painsley Catholic 
College is recognised as a World-Class School.

Specialist Science College 
Specialist Mathematics and Computing College



“We feel so 
privileged that 
our daughter 
has such 
wonderful 
opportunities 
at Painsley.”
- Parent

Excellence
Painsley Catholic College - A Centre of 
Excellence

Students play an active role in the religious life of the College, 
saying daily prayers, taking part in assemblies, attending special 
Masses and other liturgical/spiritual events.  The Chaplain and 
Lay Chaplain have a particular pastoral concern for all students.  
Diocesan inspectors commented: “The college is not only providing 
a vibrant experience of living faith but also that teachers and 
chaplains are working together with students most productively to 
fulfil the mission of the College”.

There is an obvious nurturing ethos within the College.  Both staff 
and students show mutual admiration and respect for each other 
and this results in a very positive atmosphere around the College.  
Visitors frequently comment that Painsley is a very special place, 
which is extremely welcoming.
 
There is a relentless focus to improve the experience learners have 
of all subjects and extra-curricular opportunities due to the drive by 
leaders and staff to deliver the very best they can for their students.  
The College calendar is packed with curricular and extra-curricular 
opportunities.

High Performing Teaching School and 
Specialist College 

Painsley has the honour of being a Teaching School, which is a 
prestigious recognition of the outstanding education provided at the 
College.  Furthermore, we became one of only 35 schools in the 
whole of the country to be awarded “Maths Hub” status.  This is in 
recognition of our excellence in Maths.  We are proud of our status 
as a High Performing Specialist College with dual specialisms 
of Science, and Mathematics and Computing, which enrich the 
education experience that each student receives at this already 
successful College.  Painsley has developed a national reputation 
in science education but we are equally proud of our commitment 
to all of our other subject areas, for example, we have been 
awarded the Arts Mark Silver Award.

Outstanding Creative Arts

There is an outstanding programme of musical groups and events 
throughout the year, culminating in many prestigious awards.  
Painsley enjoys an enviable reputation in drama with our annual 
productions and drama showcases.  The art, textiles and technology 
exhibitions receive much acclaim for the exemplary work on show.

Success for all: Personalised Learning 

All students follow a broad and balanced curriculum, which 
will enhance their prospects for success and provide them with 
opportunities to progress to the next stage of their learning.  Our 
curriculum prepares students for lifelong learning and for the 
opportunities, responsibilities and challenges of life in the 21st 
century.  

Each one of our students is expected to do their best and all 
achievements are recognised in a positive way through the extensive 
arrangements for monitoring individual progress.

Teachers respond flexibly to the needs of the students because of 
their capacity to assess how well the students understand the lessons, 
using a blend of innovative and traditional teaching methods.
 
At Key Stage 3 students engage in a broad and balanced 
curriculum which enhances cultural capital, cross curricular learning 
and complies with the National Curriculum requirements.
 
Students complete a wide range of GCSE (or equivalent) courses, 
ensuring appropriate progression for the completion of work to the 
highest standards and the opportunity to take part in extra-curricular 
and a variety of enrichment activities.

Each child is assessed in all subjects every half-term.  This ensures 
that they develop excellent revision techniques.  It also allows us to 
recognise achievements and provide support where necessary.

Post-16 courses are extensive and varied in our Painsley Sixth 
Form.  Painsley’s Sixth Form operates in a separate, fully modernised 
building with outstanding facilities on the same campus.



“I think 
this is an 
exceptional 
College and 
I am glad 
that my son 
attends. 
Thank you.”
- Parent

Outstanding
The College Day

The College day starts with children arriving at 8.45am and ready 
in their Emmaus groups by 8.50am promptly.  Emmaus is a 10 
minute interactive session for prayer and activities with a tutor and, 
in some cases, Student Leaders.  The tutor is the first link between 
parents and College.  Parents are encouraged to maintain regular 
contact with the tutor.  Painsley is proud of the supportive and 
caring atmosphere we provide for our students.

Emmaus time is followed by five lessons, each lasting at least 
one hour, and the College day finishes at 3.30pm.  Students are 
expected to remain on the premises for the whole day.  

Outstanding Extra-Curricular Activities

The extra-curricular programme, including the Duke of Edinburgh 
Award scheme, as well as numerous clubs, gives students the 
chance to complement and extend their education.  These range 
from sports and hobbies to community work.  We are justifiably 
proud of our successes in sport, including gymnastics.

There are many trips, both locally and internationally, including 
musical tours abroad.  There is an annual pilgrimage to Lourdes.

Painsley is accredited with the prestigious Information, Advice and 
Guidance (IAG) Award in recognition of the quality of support 
that is given in terms of preparing students for the next stages of 
their learning and the workplace.  Indeed, Painsley enjoys close 
working relationships with universities, including Russell Group/
Gold Standard institutions such as Oxford, Cambridge and 
Nottingham.  We also have excellent links with industry to ensure 
readiness for Higher Education and/or work.

“Very impressed 
with the passion 
and dedication
of all the staff.”
- Parent



Partnership
Success for all: learning through 
individual support

There is individualised support for students with additional needs.  
For example, students with Special Educational Needs receive in-
class support and/or withdrawal from classes where appropriate.  
Our Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator and the SEND team 
work very closely with parents and external agencies.  Painsley 
holds the full ‘Dyslexia Friendly’ award.

Painsley has a Gifted and Talented Co-ordinator who ensures 
that all students with a particular skill and/or ability have their 
needs fully met, achieving to the highest potential.  We provide 
challenging opportunities and enrichment activities for all of our 
students.

Student performance is monitored closely and regular meetings are 
held to agree goals and individual action plans.

Homework is set according to a homework schedule on a software 
package called, ‘Show My Homework’.  This allows students and 
parents to access the homework online.  

“Painsley is more than just a great 
College.  It is a College family which 
provides the educational, social and 
spiritual platform to catapult students to 
reach for the stars.”
- Parent

Partnership and Progress

We make the transition from primary to Painsley as secure and 
happy as possible.  We go to great lengths to get to know you 
and your child even before your child joins us and arrange many 
induction events throughout the primary years, culminating in four full 
days at Painsley during the summer term of Year 6.

Parents work in partnership with the College to support their child’s 
education and enter into a Home/College Agreement at the 
beginning of Year 7 which sums up our intention to work together so 
that each student can gain maximum benefit from their time here.  

Regular newsletters, frequent letters, a text messaging service, a 
Facebook page and a calendar of events are important forms of 
communication.  The website contains detailed information including 
exactly what your child learns, and is assessed on, every half-term. 

Parents receive a report every 6 weeks and are asked to comment 
on their child’s progress following each report.  There is a parents’ 
evening held once per year (twice in Year 11) during which parents 
can liaise with subject teachers and formulate targets for future 
success.

Painsley enjoys very high rates of attendance, a fact that has a 
major impact on the outstanding achievement of the College.  We 
operate a first-day contact system for absenteeism - if your child is 
absent, please telephone in the morning or we will contact you at 
home or work.  Parents are requested not to take their children out of 
College for appointments (wherever possible).  Annual holidays are 
not permitted in term time.

We firmly believe in listening to the views of our students and have 
proactive Year and College Councils which play a major role in 
College development.

“I am continually 
amazed at the 
level of education 
that my daughter 
receives at 
Painsley.  She 
has outstanding 
teachers which has 
already enabled 
her to achieve 
outstanding 
results.”

- Parent



Pride
Pride in Painsley - the College Uniform

All our students wear full uniform.  At Painsley we believe that a 
smart and distinctive uniform, worn neatly and tidily, helps to instil 
pride and a sense of loyalty to the College and is an essential 
element in ensuring that Painsley continues to enjoy a high 
reputation in the local community.  In the long run it is both practical 
and economical.  One of the many advantages of uniform is that 
it makes it quite clear to all concerned that each of our students 
belongs to one community: Painsley.  It is this “oneness” which 
helps to make the attitude and cooperation inside the College very 
special and also impresses so many people who visit and know 
about Painsley.  Correct uniform is firmly enforced, both at College 
and as students arrive or leave the premises.  We rely on parents to 
help us maintain these high standards.

Encouraging the Best Behaviour

Maintaining clear codes of behaviour is a vital factor in providing 
a secure environment and students are left in no doubt of our view 
of proper conduct towards staff, each other and property.  Our 
Attendance and Rewards and Sanctions Policy is a fair and easily 
understood system, which balances out rewards and sanctions.

Transport Issues

Special bus services are available from our feeder parishes and 
surrounding areas.

“An excellent 
College. We are 
lucky to have a 
college of this high 
standard in our 
area.”
- Parent


