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School mission statement  

 

Painsley is a catholic college whose mission statement is at the heart of our learning.  

“In our college we value and respect every person as a child of God as we grow together 

in faith, knowledge, understanding and love to serve the community.”  

We are committed to fostering high expectations and developing the full potential of 

each individual so that they may become compassionate, independent, lifelong learners, 

striving to create a better and more peaceful world.  

“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.” John 15:12  

Introduction  

 

Welcome to our Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) Information Report 

which is part of the Staffordshire Local Offer for learners with SEND. Painsley is an 

inclusive college where every child is valued and respected as a child of God. We are 

committed to the progress and independence of all of our students, including those 

with SEND. We work to support our students to make progress in their learning, their 

emotional and social development, and their independence.  

 



All teachers are teachers of special educational needs. Painsley Catholic College 

recognises that it is the teachers’ responsibility to meet the needs of all children in 

their class through classroom organisation, seating arrangements, carefully planned 

lessons, a range of teaching styles, teaching materials and differentiation. If the 

learner does not make sufficient progress even when teaching approaches are targeted 

at the individual’s identified difficulty, then the student may be identified as having 

special educational needs.  

 

1. What are Special Educational Needs?  

 

A young person may have special educational needs if he or she has a learning difficulty 

or disability which requires special educational provision to me made for him or her.  

The definition of a special educational need is ‘where their learning difficulty or 

disability calls for special educational provision, namely provision different from or 

additional to that normally available to pupils of the same age. (Definition taken from 

the Special Educational Needs and Disability Code of Practice: 0 to 25 years. 2014)  

 

Special educational provision means educational provision that is additional to, or 

different from, that made generally for others of the same age in a mainstream setting 

in England.  

At Painsley we provide SEND support for students with significant needs in the 

following areas:  

• Communication and Interaction  

• Cognition and Learning  

• Social, mental and emotional health  

• Sensory and/or Physical needs  

 

2. Aims of the Special Educational Needs department:  

 

Painsley Catholic College will aim to provide the following:  

• To identify students with special educational needs as early as possible.  

• To ensure increased access to the curriculum and the environment by making 

reasonable adjustments for those with SEND. There is a whole school policy for 

Examination Assessment Arrangements.  

• To provide a differentiated curriculum appropriate to the individual’s needs and 

ability, and wherever possible, to meet those needs in the mainstream classroom.  

• To ensure that all pupils take as full a part as possible in all college activities.  

• To ensure that parents of SEND pupils are kept fully informed of their child’s 

progress and attainment.  

• To use diagnostic tests to address and support the needs of the students.  

• To ensure a high level of staff expertise to meet pupil need, through targeted 

continuing professional development.  

• To work in cooperative and productive partnership with the Local Authority and other 

outside agencies to ensure there is a multi-professional approach to meeting the needs 

of all learners in the college.  



• To ensure a smooth transition between primary and secondary school by close liaison 

with Year 5 and 6 staff and attendance at meetings with the primary SENCO.  

• To offer guidance to individual students regarding post-16 decisions and to ensure a 

smooth transition to the student’s college of choice.  

• To ensure that the college adheres to the recommendations of the Code of Practice 

2014, including the graduated approach.  

• To adopt an inclusive approach, enabling all students to develop their interests, 

abilities and aptitudes as fully as possible.  

• To celebrate the achievement and contribution of all students with SEND.  

 

 

3. How does the college know if a student has a special educational need?  

 

We know when learners need help if:  

• Concerns are raised by the child, parents/carers, and teachers at Painsley or at the 

child’s primary school.  

• Tracking of attainment outcomes indicate a lack of progress despite differentiation 

and interventions.  

• The results from Standardized testing for reading and spelling – WRAT 5, Exact, 

Group Reading Test, or Schonell Spelling Test - indicate the child is working below the 

expected level.  

• The child receives a diagnosis from an outside agency.  

• Observations of the child indicate that they have an additional need in one of the 

four areas:  

 

1. Communication and interaction  

2. Cognition and learning  

3. Social, mental and emotional health  

4. Sensory/physical.  

 

• In identifying and assessing children from ethnic minority backgrounds, where English 

is a second language, the college will ensure that care will be taken to consider the child 

within the context of his/her home, language and culture. If necessary, help will be 

sought, from bilingual support staff, interpreting infor-mation for the parents and the 

children.  

 

4. What should parents/carers do if they think that their child may have a special 

educational need or disability?  

 

If a parent/carer thinks that their child may have a SEND they should:  

• Speak to the child’s Emmaus tutor/ Emmaus Lead/ GP.  

• This may lead to a referral to the college SENCO whose name is Mrs Sam Davies and 

whose contact details are: 01538 493777 Email: SMD@painsley.staffs.sch.uk  

• Bring any medical paperwork which may be appropriate when a meeting has been 

arranged with the SENCO.  



 

5. How will the college support pupils with special educational needs?  

 

• All students at Painsley Catholic College will be provided with a broad, balanced 

curriculum with high quality teaching that is differentiated to the learning needs of all 

students.  

 

 

• High quality teaching is monitored and ensured through: classroom observations; 

termly work sampling; work scrutiny of exercise books; moderation of assessments and 

examinations; teacher meetings with SENCO; termly SEND working party meetings; 

college data and progress tracking.  

• All pupils have access to a supervised homework club which runs every night after 

school in the library until 4pm.  

• Those students who have a special educational need and whose parents/carers are 

able to collect their child after school, are invited to attend a support club which runs 

on Monday and Wednesday night until 4.30 pm and on Friday until 4pm. Students who 

attend to the SEND after school support club have access to teacher assistant 

support.  

• All students with a disability will be provided with “reasonable adjustments” to 

facilitate their access to the curriculum.  

• All students are set individual curriculum targets based on national criteria and data 

from Key Stage 2 tests. Targets are revisited termly and discussed with students and 

parents at parent consultation evenings.  

• Where a student is failing to meet expected levels of progress, interventions will be 

put into place and the outcomes of these monitored at data points, in meetings with the 

Emmaus lead and with the SENCO.  

• When action is required to support increased rates of progress, this will follow a 

graduated a response model: Assess, Plan, Do, Review.  

 

Assess: The college will assess the pupil’s needs using teacher assessment, experience, 

previous attainment and data tracking against peer and national data.  

Plan: Parents/carers will be invited to a meeting to plan support and intervention. The 

student will receive a pupil passport/profile and all teachers who work with the student 

will be made aware of the child’s needs and support required.  

Do: Subject teachers will implement the plan in their daily teaching and retain 

responsibility for the pupil if 1:1 or small group support is needed outside the subject.  

Review: The parent will be invited to a review of the impact of the support and this will 

be evaluated at a termly meeting. The subject teacher will revise support in line with 

the outcome of the meeting.  

 

• SEND support will be recorded on a ‘pupil passport’ which will have clear expectations 

and targets for the student. Progress will be monitored and reviewed termly at a 

meeting with parents, the pupil, the Emmaus lead and where necessary, the deputy 

SENCo or SENCo.  



• If progress rates are deemed to be inadequate, despite additional support and 

interventions, advice will be sought from external agencies with the permission of the 

parents/carers.  

 

Such agencies may include:  

Autism Outreach Team  

Hearing Impairment Team  

Visual Impairment Team  

Educational Psychologist Service  

CAMHS  

Occupational Therapy  

Educational Welfare Workers  

School Nurse  

SEN Hub  

 

• For pupils who may have significant or more complex needs or who fail to make 

expected levels of progress despite SEND support, the college or parents may consider 

requesting an Educational Health Care plan (EHCP) that will be undertaken by the Local 

Authority.  

 

• Students with SEND will be placed on the SEND register, which is accessible to all 

staff in the college. Students on the register will either be coded ‘E’ (Educational 

Health Care Plan); ‘S’ (Statement on special educational need) or ‘K’ (other students who 

receive SEND support).  

 

6. How will the curriculum be matched to the child’s needs?  

 

• Most of our students follow a traditional curriculum, however a small number of learn-

ers have a more personalised curriculum to match their individual needs, interests and 

abilities. This may include: additional literacy; intervention groups; counselling sessions 

and number of qualifications studied.  

• Regular SEND Multi-Academy meetings, consultations with feeder schools and the re-

sults from end of Key Sage 2 tests may inform which students would benefit from 

small group support work.  

• Teachers differentiate work to match the range of abilities of all learners in the 

class-room. When a student has been identified as having a special educational need, 

work may be further differentiated to suit their needs more closely, remove barriers 

to learning and facilitate access to the curriculum. Such pupils may need further out of 

class support on either a one-to-one basis or small group targeted literacy intervention 

sessions with the SEND tutor, Higher Level Teaching Assistant (HLTA) or teaching as-

sistant (TA).  

• Interventions may involve bespoke packages or a programme developed specifically 

for that student or group of students. Current interventions include Nessy (computer 

pro-gramme); LEXIA (computer programme) electronic readers; handwriting packs; Toe 

by Toe, Word Wasp, Codebreakers or the Active Literacy Kit. Maths interventions may 



in-clude Springboard; Numbershark and Mathswatch computer programmes. Social 

Skills/behaviour interventions may include The Incredible 5 Point Scale; Social Stories 

The Unworry book, The Circus of Life, Talking Relationships, Nurture group, Mindful-

ness group, a positivity diary and Escape from Exclusion.  

 

 


