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1.     SPORT IN 2019/2020 
 

The PE Department has been extremely successful this year.   

 

Football 

All year groups for boys competed in the Staffordshire Moorlands League.   

 

Four students (pictured left) experienced the facilities at 

St George’s Park (the England football team training 

ground) where they watched their friend and fellow 

Painsley student Emre Tezgel (Year 9) make his debut for 

England, playing Belgium in the second match of the day, 

winning 2-1. 

 

Joseph Wallani, Year 7, collected awards for Parents Player 

and Players Player for 2019 whilst playing for Stone 

Dominoes U11’s. 

 

 

 

Cricket 

The U13 and U15 girls competed in the Indoor Lady Taverners’ Cricket competition.   They also entered the 

outdoor competition. 

 

All boys’ teams were entered for the League and Cup competitions. 

 

Joseph Wallani, Year 7 (pictured right), helped to raise over £5,000 

for his cricket club in Longton where he plays for the U12’s, U13’s and 

U14’s.  He was also awarded with the Manager’s Player of the Year 

2019. 

 

 

 

 

Swimming 

At the FINA World Aquatic Championships in 

South Korea (July 2019) former Painsley student 

Adam Peaty, MBE (pictured left) broke his own 

100m world record with a time of 56.88 seconds. 

 

At the European Championships in Glasgow 

(Summer 2018) Adam won four Gold medals (50m 

breaststroke, 100m breaststroke, 4 x 100m 

individual relay and the 4 x 100m mixed medley).   
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At the Swimming World Championships in Budapest (Summer 2017) Adam won Gold in the 100m breaststroke, 

including a Championship Record of 57.57s and Gold in the 50m breaststroke including a World Record of 

25.95s.  He also won Silver as part of the Men’s 4 x 100m medley relay team.  Adam won Gold in the Men’s 100m 

breaststroke (with a World Record time of 57.55s) and Silver in the Men’s 4 x 100m medley relay at the Rio 

Olympics. Adam was also nominated for BBC Sports Personality of the Year.  Adam is the 2014 European 

Champion in the 50 metre breaststroke, he is part of the Great Britain team who won the mixed medley relay 

world title, and is the current world record-holder in all three events.  In 2014, Adam won two gold medals at 

the Commonwealth Games in the 100m breaststroke and the 4x100m medley relay events, as well as silver in 

the 50m breaststroke.  At the 2014 European Aquatics Championships, he won 4 gold medals for Great Britain 

and in the 2014 World Short Course Championships, he won 3 silver medals in the 50m, 100m and 4 x 50m 

mixed relay.  

 

Painsley Years 7 to 9 students took part in the Staffordshire Moorlands Swimming Gala.   

 

Netball 

All year groups competed in the League. 

 

Karate 

Millie Collis, Year 9, came second and was awarded a silver medal in a National Karate Competition for her age 

and division. 

 

Gymnastics 

Isabella Wheeldon, Year 10, competed in an international youth Olympic event for England in the Czech 

Republic.  She helped England gain 4th position and finished 5th in the individual vault final.   

 

Isabella (pictured left) attended the Junior European training squad 

in January. 

 

Annabel Shaw (Year 9 – pictured 

right) competed in her first 

international competition, the 

Horizon Cup, in November, 

representing England.  The 

competition was held in 

Thessaloniki in Greece.  Annabel 

helped Team England secure the 

Silver medal and took the Bronze 

medal all-round individually.  

Annabel is currently the English 

Espoir Champion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Golf 

Georgia Chapman, Year 12, competed in the Turner Trophy at Hawkstone Golf Club.  It is the end of season 

tournament for Staffordshire girls’ Elite and Development squads.  Georgia scored the most points was 

awarded the winners’ trophy. 



3 

 

 

Cross Country 

Caitlin McCarney, Year 7, took gold in the Staffordshire Cross Country event in February, with a huge 50m lead. 

 

Caitlin also qualified for the U13 Staffordshire Team (Non-Schools) team. 

 

Triathlon 

Murphy Hamilton (Year 7) was selected to represent the West Midlands. 

 

Sports Day 

Sports Day was held virtually over two weeks, with students, staff and parents/guardians taking part in 

challenges including: furthest distance travelled/most burpees in a minute/most wall catches in a minute/most 

bottle flips in a minute/most balls in a target/most star jumps in a minute.  

We had over 500 entries and there was a winning Emmaus group in each 

year, a girl and boy in each year group with the most total points and a 

winner from each the challenges set. 

 

Dog Agility 

Emilia Bowers, Year 11 – pictured right, and Ting represented Team GB 

in the European Junior Agility Championships in Switzerland.  It is 

hoped that she will represent Team GB again in Finland next year. 

 

Outward Bound Shugborough PE GCSE Trip 

26 GCSE students and 4 staff travelled to Shugborough Outdoor 

Education Centre in Stafford for an outdoor adventure experience and, 

more importantly, gained valuable practical grades for their GCSE 

courses.  Students worked in groups for rock climbing.  They climbed 

the Roaches and also performed on various indoor climbing walls.  The 

students worked hard, challenged themselves, and gained some really 

high grades.   

 
Sports Leaders at Painsley 

Another successful year with the Sports Leaders Award students gaining lots of experience of working with 

younger children. They planned and carried out many assessments in a variety of activities. 

 

Students helped to organise and run the “High 5” netball for Year 5/6, Year 3/4/5/6 football and Year 4/5/6 

rugby. 

 

Intra-Emmaus Group Competitions 

The cross-country intra-Emmaus competitions took place again, with all students taking part. 

 

Gifted and Talented Students 

A group of gifted and talented PE students visited Loughborough University. 

 

Extra-Curricular 

There are many extra-curricular activities organised by the PE department for all age groups. 
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“This Girl Can Talk” 

Painsley we teamed up with Sport Across Staffordshire to organise for a group of year 9 girls to take part in 

some sports activities that they wouldn't get the opportunity to take part in in school.  The girls got a say in 

which kind of activities they wanted to try and also had a session with the lady from the program to discuss the 

important of physical activity and positive links for taking part outside of school.  The girls were going to 

attend the School Games in July where they would have had the opportunity to take part in the different 

activities with similar pupils from all across Staffordshire.  We are aiming to get this up and running again for 

this academic year.  
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2. 

EVENTS/TRIPS IN 2019/2020 
 

The Spiritual Life of the College continues to thrive.  The following events took place this year: 
 

 Our College Chaplain, Fr Eric Kemball, celebrated Mass for all year groups at the start of the year and the Year 7 

Mass of Welcome began the faith journey of our new students. 

 We held a retreat day for Year 6 students. 

 8 students were invited to St Chad’s Cathedral in Birmingham for the Chaplaincy Mass in October. 

 Year 10 celebrated their Year group Mass on the Feast Day of Our Lady of Lourdes.   

 Year 11 Mass celebrated the Feast of the Guardian Angels. 

 Year 9 celebrated Mass to mark the Feast of the Conversion of St Paul. 

 On 25th September students went to St Chad’s Cathedral, Birmingham for a chaplaincy commissioning Mass.  

 On 26th September, the Faith in Action group (FIA) held a fundraising event for the Macmillan Cancer Support.  

They raised over £520. 

 A group of talented musicians and singers came together to form “The Voice of Painsley”, a worship band for the 

college.  The group meet every Thursday at 3.30pm. 

 In October, students went to St Gregory’s RC Church, Longton to take part in the Combined Schools’ Mass. 

 In November, a Mass was offered for all the Holy Souls. 

 In November, over 60 Year 8 students visited Alton Castle for a 3-day retreat. 

 Students from the Student Leadership Team attended the remembrance service at Cheadle Cemetery on 11th 

November.  

 Olivia Nelson, Year 8, represented the RAF Cadets on 

Remembrance Sunday. 

 Tilly-Kay Rathbone won the Staffordshire County Council 

Christmas Card design competition and received a £50 

Amazon voucher. 

 Year 7 students were presented with a copy of the New 

Testament from the Gideon’s International Society 

(pictured right). 

 All Year 10 students went to Soli House for a retreat 

day in November.  

 Lourdes students held a Christmas Coffee Morning/Carol 

Service at St Mary’s Catholic Church in Uttoxeter. 

 Year 11 were involved in a retreat based on the theme of ‘Know Yourself and Acknowledging Others’.  There were 

several workshops during the morning: letter writing, affirmation boxes, Adoration and team building.  Mass was 

celebrated. 

 In November, 30 students from Years 7, 8 and 9 held their annual chaplaincy retreat day at Soli House. 

 A Carol Service for Year 12 and 13 took place at St Giles’ Catholic Church on the 13th December.  Mince pies and 

hot chocolate were served afterwards. 

 Year 7 and 8 students prepared advent parcels for the feeder parishes. 

 In February, members of the Lourdes pilgrimage attended the Dignity Day at Church Terrace, Cheadle. 

 A “Valentine’s” disco was held for Years 7 and 8 students to raise money for the Lourdes Pilgrimage. 

 Various fundraising activities, organised by Mrs Sowter and Mrs Harris and the students, took place in the run up 

to the planned pilgrimage. 

 During Advent, students were invited to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  This was well attended. 

 Voluntary Mass is celebrated most Thursday lunchtimes in the Chapel.  Everyone is invited to attend. 

 Parish links were further developed with meetings to establish links between Painsley Catholic College and the 

parishes. 

 Adoration, for staff and students, took place fortnightly before College began.
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MATHEMATICS 
In 2009, Painsley was awarded Mathematics and Computing as a second specialism. 

 

In 2020, 86% of our students achieved a standard pass at GCSE, 75% a good pass and 34% achieved a 

grade 7 or better.   As part of our gifted and talented programme, 30 students also successfully 

completed a Level 2 Further Mathematics qualification and 63% achieved a grade 7 or better.  Our sixth 

form mathematics students are also offered the chance to study AS Further Mathematics as part of their 

enrichment programme. 

 

In the summer term the about 100 students enjoyed an online interactive maths lecture which looked at 

the maths in music, juggling, sport and the spread of infectious diseases.  This felt very appropriate during 

lock down!  

 

The UKMT Maths Challenge is a national competition that involves over 600,000 students nationwide and 

4,000 schools. The challenge aims to encourage students to think rationally and develop their problem-

solving skills. Last year, Painsley obtained 37 Bronze awards which represents the top 40%, 26 Silver: the 

top 20%, and 7 Gold: the top 6% of students nationally. We also had 10 students participate in the follow-

up rounds, which accounts for the top fraction of a percent of all entries. There was no Junior Challenge 

(Years 7 and 8) in 2020 due to Covid-19. 

 

Engineering Education Scheme 

The Engineering Education Scheme (EES) is for Year 12 students who are ideally studying subjects such 

maths, science, technology, IT or business studies. Students work as part of a team of four students with 

engineers on a real engineering challenge posed by a local company (JCB). The project lasts around 6 

months and includes a 2-day residential stay at Birmingham University. It provides exposure to a variety of 

engineering projects, highlighting the multi-disciplinary nature of engineering and gives the students 

experience of teamwork, interviews, presentations, project management and writing technical reports. 

Projects have included designing a system to optimise the boom swing on mini-excavators, designing a 

system that would improve the stability of mini excavators, designing a system for easing the process of 

performing pre-start checks on JCB machines and many more real-life projects. The students manufacture 

a prototype of their proposed solution and test it in order to assess its suitability. They also produce a 

professional report and present their project to a group of senior engineers at the Celebration and 

Assessment Day in Birmingham. The students can also be awarded CREST Gold Awards for their work that 

enables them to enter the Big Bang competition for the West Midlands region. On three occasions, the 

team have won through to the Big Bang final at Birmingham NEC. 

 

A team of four students from Painsley Sixth Form College spent six months working on a real-life project 

for JCB as part of the Engineering Education Scheme (EES) run by the Engineering Development Trust 

(EDT). The team consisted of Cameron Lewis, Alexander Mayne, Callum McCready and Tomas Thorley.  

 

The students were asked to design a system to optimise the boom swing on mini-excavators. The current 

boom swing is 75o left/50o right, if the team could increase this then it would further improve the 

productivity and flexibility of the machine in confined working environments. The team researched and 

evaluated a number of potential ideas before proposing a system using 4 bar linkages to manoeuvre the 

boom such that the total angle achieved either side of the central axis can be increased greatly with one 

of the sides being able to reach 90o.  

 

They completed the project by producing a professional report of their findings and presented their 

project to a group of senior engineers at the celebration and assessment day in Birmingham. The project 

was subsequently entered into the Big Bang competition for the West Midlands region at Staffordshire 

University. Their project was judged to be one of the best on display and they won the award for 

“Engineer of the Year Award” for the West Midlands region that meant they qualified for the National 

Finals of the Big Bang at the NEC in Birmingham. 
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SCIENCE  
 

 

Painsley has held Specialist Science School status 

since 2003 and we continue to help all students to 

gain a great enthusiasm and enjoyment of science.  

We have consistently excellent exam results in the 

sciences at both GCSE and A level through study at 

the main Painsley campus.  Our science specialist 

teachers also work in our feeder primary schools 

delivering their science provision to further embed 

our belief in how important science study is to our 

students.   

 

 

Our GCSE courses include: Physics, Chemistry and Biology as separate GCSEs. We also offer the Combined 

Science Trilogy course which is worth two GCSEs and includes content from all three sciences. 

At our Sixth Form College, we offer A Levels in Physics, Chemistry and Biology, as well as an A Level in 

Applied Science.  

 

Students have the opportunity of attending the Medical Society as 

part of the Sixth Form enrichment programme (pictured right).  

 

We are proud to have had two winners of the Ogden Trust’s Young 

Physicist of the Year Award recently. Marios Stamoulis (current Year 

12 – pictured below) was awarded a School Physicist of the Year award 

at Keele University in 2019 and Thomas Hewins (current Year 11) won 

the same award in 2020.  

 

The Science department have many more external enrichment 

opportunities that will still run in 2020/21 if possible. These include: 

 

 

 

Each year, students from Year 11 visit the GCSE Science Live 

Shows.  Students have had the privilege of receiving lectures on 

cutting-edge science from some of the UK’s top scientists.  

Professors Lord Robert Winston, Steve Jones, Lucie Green, 

Andrea Stella and Alice Roberts have given exciting and engaging 

talks on topics such as evolution, genetics, bizarre ice 

experiments and solar science. 

 

Other educational visits include our A Level Biology students 

visiting Salford university for talks on breakthroughs in genetic 

screening. 

 

The Year 12 physics students have visited Nottingham Trent 

University for talks on acoustics and on aurorae as well as 

experiencing undergraduate and postgraduate work in laser 

laboratories, the observatory and the MRI research room. Every 

two years A Level Physics students also have the opportunity to 

attend A Level Science Live shows. This is similar to the GCSE 

event albeit focussed more on more complex physics topics. 
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ENGLISH 
In July, over 230 Year 6 students from surrounding Primary Schools took part in an English Transition 

events. Students were engaged in a variety of tasks designed to help them integrate into English at 

Painsley. 

 

10 Students and Mr Pierpoint visited the Dr Johnson celebration in Uttoxeter. 

 

Oliver Hulme, Year 13, was awarded the title of 

“Staffordshire Young Poet Laureate” for 2019-20. 

 

Literacy also became embedded into the Emmaus 

programme with We Read Wednesday becoming a 

regular feature. 

 

There have been visits to Middleport Pottery and 

the British Library in Manchester. 

 

The English department engages students through a 

broad and varied curriculum.  Students cover the 

skills of reading, writing and spoken language.  These 

skills are covered through a wide variety of texts such as novels, aimed to progress the students’ reading 

age, non-fiction texts, designed to widen a student’s awareness of the world and poetry, created by poets 

from different backgrounds and cultures. 

 

Literacy is at the heart of the curriculum, with every student in Year 7 and 8 reading 3 novels each year.  

At Painsley, we believe that a student’s love of literature should be nurtured and developed. 

 

 

COMPUTING 
A balance of ICT and Computing is taught to all students in Year 7 and 8, with the Computing element 

covering theory and an introduction to programming. Students have the option of furthering their 

Computer Science study in Key Stage 4 with GCSE Computer Science, or have the option of following a 

more ICT based route with OCR Creative iMedia.  

                                     

OCR Creative iMedia consists of 3 controlled 

assessment projects and 1 external examination. 

This is covered in Year 9, 10 and Year 11 and uses a 

range of software applications.   

 

Computer Science is taken from Year 9 to Year 11. 

Students will take 2 external examinations that 

test the theory of algorithms and how computers 

work. A programming project is also completed 

which will use 20 hours of lesson time.  

 

Lunchtime support and access to computers are 

available at lunchtimes to enable students to continue their work for Computer Science and OCR Creative 

iMedia. After school sessions are provided to particularly support Key Stage 4 students.  
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GEOGRAPHY 
The geography department usually provides an 

extensive range of field trips throughout Years 7 to 

13. However, current restrictions on fieldvists meant 

that many fieldvists and residential opportunities 

were cancelled whilst we were in lockdown. They will 

be reinstated going forward when it is safe and 

appropriate to do so.  

 

There was a visit to the Natural History Museum in 

London by Year 8 in February. 

 

Year 8 students also had a North Wales Coastline visit 

in October to study coastal processes, landforms and 

coastal defences (pictured right). 

 

Year 11 visited the River Dane in September 2019 and Salford Quays in November 2019 to collect primary 

data for the Paper 3 component of their GCSE. 

 
HISTORY 
Year 11 and Sixth Form historians visited Hampton 

Court Palace and the National Archives focussing on 

the topic of Mary Tudor (pictured left).  

 

Year 7 took part in the annual Castle Building 

competition. 

 

Furthermore, the history department provides an 

extensive range of extra-curricular opportunities 

before, during and after the College day.   

 

 

MUSIC 
Painsley’s music department continues to thrive. From the Year 7 massed choirs performing in front of a 

packed audience at the Christmas concerts to the Year 11 GCSE students writing and recording their own 

original compositions, students continue to show a love of music-making outside of the classroom and a 

passion for the subject inside the classroom. 

 

The Wind Band, String Ensemble, Choir and other ensembles performed on many occasions in the run up to 

Christmas including the Christmas Concerts and Suppers, the Party for the Elderly and the Sixth Form 

Carol Service. A number of smaller ensembles, such as the flute group and the saxophone ensemble, were 

invited to play in other events throughout the year, including curriculum evenings and prospective parents’ 

evening.  Last year, more than 50 of our students successfully undertook an ABRSM exam.  ABRSM is the 

world’s leading provider of music exams. 

  

As well as finishing their music GCSE, the Year 11 music students organised three highly successful talent 

shows which were performed in front of the entire College.   

   

Numerous Painsley musicians continue to perform in the many regional ensembles on a weekly basis, being 

part of the regional Orchestra, Wind Band and Brass Band. They rehearse regularly and perform concerts 

in many locations.  In February our students delivered three sell-out performances of the stage musical 

‘Annie’, receiving excellent reviews in the local press. 

 



10 

 

 

All of our music GCSE students performed in recital evenings during the last academic year, giving them 

the opportunity to experience playing in front of an audience. 

 

The department continues to offer opportunities to students to watch live musical performances. In 

November 2019, we took all of Year 7 and the cast of our College musical to watch a professional 

performance of “Annie” at the Regent Theatre in Hanley. In January 2020, the entire Year 9 cohort and all 

GCSE and A Level music and drama students enjoyed watching a high-octane staging of the hit musical “We 

Will Rock You!” at Manchester’s Palace Theatre.  

  

Plans are already underway for the next Painsley musical theatre production: Disney’s “High School 

Musical”.  

 

ART 
In September 2019 we took Years 9 and 10 GCSE Art and Photography students to Peak Wildlife Park to 

enable them to study the animals and gather images from their photoshoots to use within their 

coursework.  This was a really interesting and rewarding visit. 

 

Over 100 Year 8 students visited the Warner Bros. Studio Tour – The Making of Harry Potter in Leavesden 

in January 2020 and thoroughly enjoyed looking at the varied careers associated with the creative arts 

industry. 

 

Our Key Stage 3 art club worked hard to produce props and costumes for this year's school production 

Annie. 

 

Our Year 11 GCSE students were able to work alongside Mark Lippett for 2 artist in residence days with 

where they gained insight into his painting expertise to help improve their own painting work for their 

coursework.  They also visited his exhibition in Burton-upon-Trent and listened to a talk by Mark about his 

latest work.  

 

Botanical gardens in Birmingham and The Sealife Centre were new visits in 2019 and both were incredibly 

informative and enjoyable. 

 

Weekly GCSE support sessions continued to be well attended every Wednesday after school. Students who 

attended these sessions were rewarded with excellent results in their art GCSE. 

We continue to promote and celebrate our student’s talent via our Instagram page (Painsley_creativearts). 

 

We also encourage students to visit the page to see what exhibitions are on in and around the area that 

may help them with their own work.  Why don’t you take a look? 

 

 
DRAMA 
In the Spring term the Drama Society performed its sell-out production of Annie to an ecstatic crowd. 

The talented cast, choir and orchestra ranged from Years 7 to 13 and the production was supported by 

many college departments, including music and art making it a truly whole school production.   It was a 

resounding success. 

 

Year 9, 10, 12 and 13 drama students visited the Regent Theatre in Hanley to watch the thrilling ‘Woman 

In Black’. This was as part of the drama course which asks students to evaluate live theatre in their 

examination.  
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This year we are very excited to produce High School Musical as our annual college production. Senior 

student directors will work to put the production together with a group of musicians, actors and designers 

on the project, working closely with Miss Hickey, Miss Bennett, Mrs Reardon-Davies and many other 

talented members of staff from Music, Art and Textiles. This promises to be another wonderful whole-

school production! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annie – February 2020 
 

Many theatre trips took place during the year (before lockdown) in order to develop students’ 

understanding of professional theatre, these included: ‘Les Miserables’ in Salford Quays and ‘We Will Rock 

You’ with all of Year 9 at the Palace Theatre in Manchester. We also took our Sixth Form Drama and 

English students in December to London to see the fantastic West End production of ‘The Lion King’ which 

also included a movement and dance workshop at Pineapple Dance Studios with some members of the cast! 

We also took a visit to Harry Potter Studios to gain an insight into how the incredible franchise was 

created. This also included a behind the scenes workshop with the costume team, looking at the original 

costume used in the films.  

 

Our Year 9 and 10 Gifted and Talented students made their way to London to visit Sky Studios and to 

create their very own news broadcast, and to gain an insight into the global company. Their broadcast, 

written and presented by the students was based on the theme of ‘cyberbullying’ which is studied as part 

of the GCSE drama course.  

 

The Drama department looks forward to the talented performances of the GCSE and A Level students in 

their examined performances throughout the year, including ‘Five Kinds of Silence’, ‘Girls Like That’ and 

‘My Mother Said I Never Should’. GCSE students are also working on devised performances around the 

theme of ‘dystopia’ and A Level students are working with the renowned practitioner Artaud to create a 

Theatre of Cruelty inspired piece.  
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DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY 
A group of Year 10 students entered the KMF Young Engineer competition to build an experiment capsule 

to go up into the stratosphere. 

 

Lunch time and after school support clubs ran all year to help students develop their Design and 

Technology skills and understanding. 

 

A group of Year 9 and 12 textiles students went to the Dior exhibition in London. 

 

Mrs Chell led a group of Year 10 students and one Year 12 student on a cultural exchange visit to Germany.  

As part of their exchange they visited a Design and Technology University and learned about the 

development of textiles, fabrics and dyes. 

 

 

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES 
On 11th November, over 160 Year 4 pupils and their teachers from our feeder primary schools attended a 

“Celebration of Languages” day organised by the MFL department. Students received taster sessions in 

Mandarin, Italian and Valenciano. 

 

Languages club takes place every Thursday lunchtime and is run by the Year 8 and Year 9 MFL 

Ambassadors.  All students are welcome. 

 

 

BUSINESS AND ECONOMICS 
Year 13 Economics students visited The Houses of Parliament and had the rare opportunity to watch a full 

house of MPs live, including the Prime Minister, Boris Johnson, debate the second reading of the Brexit 

deal bill.  The students took part in a legislation workshop and a visit to the Bank of England (pictured 

below). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 12 BTEC Business students visited the Break Free Escape Rooms in Newcastle-under-Lyme as part of 

their marketing topic.  They conducted primary market research and interviewed the manager. 

 

 

SOCIOLOGY AND PSYCHOLOGY 
Year 12 and 13 Sociology and Psychology students had the opportunity to visit Glastonbury. 
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3.     MUSIC DEPARTMENT 
 

Over several years students have gained successes in Instrumental Grade Examinations with the 
Associated Examination Board and Trinity College.  Due to COVID-19 only 1 round of examinations took 
place, normally there would be 2. 
 

2014/15 2015/16 2016/17 2017/18 2018/2019 
Strings – 8 students 

Woodwind – 31 students 

Brass – 3 students 

Drumkit – 1 student 

Guitar – 2 students 

Piano – 16 students 

Theory – 9 students 

 

Strings – 6 students 

Woodwind – 22 students 

Brass – 5 students 

Guitar – 1 student 

Piano – 12 students 

Theory – 5 students 

Voice – 1 student 

Strings – 11 students 

Woodwind – 16 students 

Piano – 6 students 

Theory – 6 students 

Voice – 1 student 

Strings – 12 students 

Woodwind – 31 students 

Piano – 9 students 

Theory – 3 students 

Voice – 1 student 

Strings – 16 students 

Woodwind – 27 students 

Piano – 16 students 

Theory – 1 student 

Voice – 12 students 

 

 

 

2019/2020 
Strings – Violin 

Year 7 - Bertram Scorey (Grade 4) 

Year 8 - Samantha Dalgleish (Grade 3) and Evangeline-Mai Stanley (Grade 3) 

Strings – Cello 

Year 8 - Evangeline Lymer (Grade 1) 

Year 10 - Jasmine Eccles (Grade 3) 

Strings - Double Bass 

Year 8 - Fiona Bell (Grade 2) 

Year 12 - Jamie Hopkinson (Grade 5) 

Woodwind – Flute 

Year 7 - Lucy Martin (Grade 2), Emily Allcock (Grade 1), Zoe Barnes (Grade 1) and Lara Cripps (Grade 1) 

Year 8 - Jamie Potts (Grade 3) 

Year 9 - Livia Santos Pasta (Grade 5), Charlotte Reid (Grade 4), Chloe Burgess (Grade 2) and Charlotte Hodgkinson 

(Grade 2) 

Year 10 - Katharine Harrison-Swann (Grade 4), Georgina Hope (Grade 4) and Breanne Chell (Grade 3) 

Year 11 - Leticia McCready (Grade 4) 

Woodwind – Clarinet 

Year 7 - Sienna Southern (Grade 2) 

Year 10 - Elizabeth Wheat (Grade 2) 

Year 11 - Lucy Davies (Grade 6) 

Year 12 - Millie Hulse (Grade 7) 

Year 13 - Antonia Masters (Grade 8) 

Woodwind – Alto Saxophone 

Year 10 - Helena Vincent (Grade 3) 

Year 13 - Charlotte Leedham (Grade 5) 

Woodwind – Recorder 

Year 8 – Samantha Dalgleish (Grade 3) 

Piano 

Year 7 - Bertram Scorey (Grade 4), Eva Clewlow-Ruscadella (Grade 2) and Sienna Southern (Grade 2) 

Year 9 – Preston Stewart (Grade 7), Alexandros Tsiamis (Grade 3), James Hutchinson (Grade 2) and Livia Santos Pasta 

(Grade 1) 

Year 10 - Katharine Harrison-Swann (Grade 1) 

Year 11 - Leticia McCready (Grade 2) 

Drum Kit 

Year 7 - Theo Cristini (Grade 1) 

Year 8 - Jacob Horne (Grade 2) 

Year 10 - Ruaidhri Gillen-Lynch (Grade 4) 

Singing – Musical Theatre 

Year 8 - Evangeline-Mai Stanley (Grade 3) 

Year 9 - Conley Martin (Grade 1), Tianna Martin (Grade 1) 

Singing  

Year 7 - Sophia Fitzgerald (Grade 2) 

Year 10 - Breanne Chell (Grade 4), Katharine Harrison-Swann (Grade 3) and Helena Vincent (Grade 3) 



14 

 

 

4. 

DONATIONS TO CHARITY IN 2019/2020 
 
 

 

 

£200 was raised for Macmillan with a coffee morning. 

 

£2,671.14 was raised for the Lourdes pilgrimage by Grace Brown, Year 10 student. 

 

Caitlin (Year 8) and Francesca Sacker (Year 11) made Christmas lanterns and sold them at the Christmas 

Supper and Concert, raising over £80 for Mary’s Meals. 

 

Maya Foster, Year 7, sold chocolates and small gifts at the Tean and Checkley Parish Christmas light 

switch on at Greatwood Hall and raised £67 for Mary’s Meals. 

 

£82.83 was raised for CAFOD. 

 

£29,987.46 was raised for Mary’s Meals. 

 

£140.45 was raised for Douglas McMillan 

 

£215.01 was raised for the Royal British Legion with the sale of Poppies. 

 

The above amounts exclude any fundraising that was made by students and sent direct to Charities. 

 

 

 
 

 

Above: Students attending the 

Chaplaincy Mass at St Chad’s 

Cathedral, Birmingham 

September 2019 
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5. 

CITIZENSHIP 
 
All Emmaus groups pledged to raise funds for “Mary’s Meals” in Years 7, 8 and 9 and ‘For Jimmy” in Years 10 and 11.  Sixth 

Form students also raised funds for their elected charities. 

 

Over 100 parcels were distributed to those in need by Student Leaders and Parish Link Co-ordinators, as part of our 

Harvest thanksgiving (pictured below).  

 

In October, last year’s Year 11s were invited back to receive their GCSE 

certificates.  

 

The College participates in the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme with a growing 

number of Bronze, Silver and Gold award groups.   

 

During the Pastoral/Citizenship day in November, all students took part in 

activities related to Remembrance. 

 

In November, Anti-Bullying Week was marked by numerous activities, themed 

assemblies and prayer.  There was a non-uniform day with a blue theme – the 

colour of support for the campaign. 

 

Painsley celebrated Global Entrepreneurship Week in November. Many teachers showcased how entrepreneurial skills can be 

used throughout their subjects, examples of this are: the science department looking at combustion engines and discussing 

the future of electric cars; the maths department ran activities on profit and loss for business owners; the business 

department looked at the non-financial risks and rewards of starting your own enterprise.  In addition to this, there were a 

variety of guest speakers at the Sixth Form. 

 

Over the weeks leading up to the General Election, the Business and Law Society students worked together to put forward 

information about the Labour, Conservative, Green Party and Liberal Democrats for a mock general election in college.  On 

4th December, using the information from the parties manifestos, Years 12 and 13 had a mock general election. 

 

Year 12 visited Nottingham University in November 2019. 

 

Year 11 ‘Big Idea’ Day, in October, saw representatives from local industrialists visiting the school to work with students on 

different roles within a company, forming a company, deciding on an event theme and creating tenders, ending the day with 

presentations to the year group.  They also participated in the “You’re Hired” Day, which allowed students to create and run 

a small business for the day and the “Sell Yourself” 

careers day. 

 

Also in November, Year 9 and primary feeder schools 

contributed to the annual shoe box appeal. 

 

The annual Christmas party for the friends of Painsley 

was held in December and was organised by Sixth Form 

students.  Mrs Rowley, Food Technology and Year 10 

GCSE students made a delicious buffet, including trifles, 

mince pies and cakes.  There were around 80 party-

goers, including people from the feeder parishes 

(pictured right). 
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In March, Years 7-9 took part in a Pastoral morning which explained the importance of a healthy body image and well-being. 

Blesma also came in to speak to Years 8 and 9 about resilience and coping strategies. Year 10 focused on financial survival 

skills whereas Year 11 students had an interview day, receiving their GCSE grades (based on their mock exams and their 

coursework grades), having personal interviews with senior staff and completing their progress files.  

 

In November, over 200 Year 9 students, with accompanying staff, spent Citizenship/Pastoral day at the National Memorial 

Arboretum.  The experience was extremely enjoyable and students took part in tours detailing the different memorials. The 

students were reverent and respectful.  

 

During Lent, Year 7 took part in the Parable of the Talents’ fundraising event, using their gifts and talents for the good of 

others raising money towards HCPT and the Lourdes Pilgrimage.   

 

Provision for more able students is an extremely important element to the college’s curriculum. We aim to ensure that all 

more able students feel stretched and challenged within the classroom and through enrichment activities.  

 

Year 7 had a “Crazy Careers” morning, Year 8 took part in a “World of 

Work” day (pictured right) and Year 9 had a “Super Skills” day. 

 

In the summer term 2019 Year 8 Gifted and Talented students took 

part in the Scholars Programme in which they undertook study of a 

supra-curricular topic.  All the students graduated from the 

programme at Liverpool University with First Class or Upper Second 

qualifications in their projects.  

 

There is much more gifted and talented student provision, support and 

enrichment that is available to view on the school’s website.  
 

This year, 10 Painsley students, accompanied by Mrs Chell and Mrs Hopkinson, undertook a Comenius Exchange visit with our 

partner school, OWG-Dahn from the Rheinland-Pfalz area of southwest Germany. Our students took part in work experience 

activities in a German school and the local community.   

 

Students from OWG-Dahn, Germany visited us here at Painsley 6th- 9th January 2020 and shadowed our students looking at 

what school and home life is like here in England. Students from OWG-Dahn spent the visit with their English host partner, 

shadowing them in lessons and experiencing school life. From there the students spent a couple of nights with their English 

host, allowing the students to experience life in an English home.   

 

This proved to be an excellent opportunity for our students, allowing them to develop their English-German language, 

especially, those students who have opted to student GCSE German, so that they could develop their language skills further.  

 

Year 9 students participated in a “Bright Futures” morning focusing on the advantages of Higher Education.  They took part 

in a series of workshops including one with student ambassadors from Keele University.   

 

Year 8 received a morning based on Careers, Education and Guidance and visited the Sixth Form.   

 

Year 9 had further first aid training and a session on resolving conflict. 

 

The College has achieved the Gold UNICEF’s “Rights Respecting School Award”. 

 

All students had the opportunity to participate in retreats and pilgrimages throughout the year. 

 

The reward scheme continued across the College.  The system acknowledges the effort put into College work by all students 

regardless of academic ability.  Every half-term, students receive an effort grade for every subject.  This is then 

translated into an effort percentage and Bronze, Silver, Gold and Platinum awards are given.  Students who receive Platinum 

or Gold every time are entered into a prize draw.  Companies and supporters who kindly donate prizes and sponsorship 

include Portmeirion, Stoke Ski Centre, Cottage Delights and many others. 

 

In July, students who had received 220+ Conduct Points were rewarded with Amazon Vouchers in lieu of the rewards trips. 
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6.      ACCOLADES 
 
We are in the top 12% of state-funded schools in the whole of the country in terms of the progress that our  

students make (Progress 8) and our 82% English Baccalaureate entry places us in the top 7% of all state-funded 

mainstream schools. 

 

In December 2017, Painsley was awarded the World Class School Quality Mark. 

 

We are a designated National Teaching School. 

 

We were given the prestigious role of a ‘Maths Hub School’ – one of only 35 in the whole of the Country. 
 

We are a Specialist Science College. 
 

We are a High Performing Specialist Status College and hold a second specialism for Mathematics and Computing. 
 

Investors in People status achieved at the highest level.  
 

Artsmark Silver Award in recognition of our outstanding Art, Music and Drama. 
 

We were awarded, for the third time, the prestigious ICT Mark from Becta for our use of ICT to support 

all learners and school activities. 
 

We hold the Sportsmark award recognising our excellent PE programmes and sport. 
 

We have been reaccredited with the “Improving Health and Well-Being” mark. 
 

Painsley has been awarded the North West Midlands Music Education Hub (NWMMEH) Excellence in Music Provision  

Gold Award. 
 

We have been awarded the Information, Advice and Guidance Kitemark in recognition of the quality of  

provision of careers information and work related learning. 
 

360 e-safety kitemark for our extensive work on using the internet safely. 
 

Full dyslexia friendly status. 
 

We were accredited with the Rights Respecting School Gold Award for our commitment and promotion of the  

rights of children. 

 

We were awarded the anti-bullying mark in 2017. 

 

We were the first school in Staffordshire to receive the Wellbeing award in recognition of our work to support the wellbeing of 

students and staff. 

 

We received an ‘Outstanding’ rating in all categories and measures from the Diocesan Inspection. 

 

Mr Bell, Chief Executive Officer, is a National Leader of Education (NLE). 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


