
Painsley Catholic College

Year 8 Curriculum Evening

• The key changes and reforms to GCSE

• Support that we can offer

• Options Process



Reformed GCSEs

 Content New and more challenging content

 Structure All exams at the end of the course

 Assessment Mainly by examination

Non-exam assessment only where necessary

 Tiers Foundation and Higher tier permitted only in maths, 

science and modern foreign languages

 Grading New numbered scale (9 to 1 plus U), 9 is the highest

New Government ‘strong pass’ set at grade 5



GCSE English Language

 Encourages students to read a greater range of high quality, 
challenging literature and non-fiction texts from a range of 
genres and types (from the 19th, 20th and 21st centuries).

 Reading and writing are equally weighted.

 A strong focus on making sure that students are able to write 
clearly and accurately, in good Standard English.  There is an 
emphasis on spelling, punctuation and grammar including the 
use of vocabulary.

 Tiers are not available which means that specifications and 
question papers cover the full range of abilities. 

 Spoken Language is assessed through endorsement which 
has to be completed in front of an audience.  There is a bigger 
emphasis on teaching students to become more confident in 
formal speaking.



GCSE English Literature

 Encourages students to read a wide range of 
classic literature fluently with the assessment of a 
19th century novel, a Shakespeare play, a 
selection of poetry since 1789 and British fiction or 
drama from 1914 onwards.

 Tiers are not available which means that 
specifications and question papers cover the full 
range of abilities. 

 There is an element of unseen poetry within the 
exam.

 The quality of writing in the response to texts is 
assessed on the first question of each paper.



GCSE Mathematics

 Maths GCSE is more demanding with additional content, 
greater assessment, and an anticipation that schools need to 
increase the time spent teaching the course.

 There is more focus on making sure that every student 
masters the fundamentals of maths.  These have been 
defined by the Department for Education as calculation, ratio 
and proportion.

 The assessment objectives place more emphasis on 
reasoning and problem solving.

 The tiering structure remains the same, with an overlap 
between the tiers at grades 4 and 5.  This means that the 
Foundation tier cover grades 1 to 5 and the Higher tier cover 
grades 4 to 9.  A grade 5 is considered a “strong pass”.



Subject Exam Controlled Conditions

Religious Education 100% (2)

Maths 100% (3)

English 100% (2)

English Literature 100% (2)

Sciences 100% (6)

Languages 100% (4)

Humanities: Geography

History

100% (3)

100% (2)

Computer Science 100% (2) Programming Investigation

Art 40% (1) 60%

Music 40% (1) 60%

Drama 60% (2) 40%

BTEC Physical Education 25% (1) 75%

Design and Technology 50% (1) 50%

Food preparation, nutrition & cooking 50% (1) 50%

Photography 40% (1) 60%

Business Studies 100% (2)



SOME GOOD NEWS…..

 As you hopefully know by now, we care 

passionately about all of our students….they 

will not be allowed to underperform. 



Partnership

SUCCESS

Staff



Painsley support
 Personalised curriculum – 3 pathways.
(teaching groups from Year 7 & 8 no longer exist in Year 9. Pathways are identified individually for 

each student based on their ability and performance in English, Maths and Science. Students in 

Year 9 will be in sets within their pathway for each subject. Therefore a student may be in A1 for 

some subjects and A2 for others. Option subjects are all taught in mixed ability)

 Personalised pastoral system with Pastoral Leads.

 New schemes of learning in all subjects.

 Success criteria in each and every lesson to support your son/daughter 

achieve their true potential.

 Regularity of assessment.

 Planned intervention and support sessions for those not on target.  

 Key Stage 4 Mentoring programme – key students identified to support 

students in organisation and achievement.

NB: Due to the Pandemic Pathways will be reviewed regularly throughout Year 9 with a 

formal review at the end of Year 9 where Pathway changes will be implemented as 

necessary to support student progress.



Pastoral Leads

Emmaus 

Group

Emmaus Tutor Pastoral Lead

8D9 Mrs N Dubois (p/t) Miss G Fish

8F8 Miss N Smyth Miss G Fish

8G7 Mrs J Phillips (p/t)/Mrs R Potts (p/t) Mr D Bullock

8J7 Miss M Nicholson Mr D Bullock

8M6 Miss C Micallef Miss R Moore

8O6 Miss M Harris Miss R Moore

8S5 Mrs C Rowley Ms R Parsons

8T5/8V5 Miss A Byatt Ms R Parsons



How you can support your son/daughter

 Providing the suitable time and space for work at home. Year 9 

should be completing 1 and a half hours of homework every day and 

at weekends (see homework timetable).

 Be aware of Show My Homework and help organise your 

son/daughter to meet deadlines effectively.

 Log into Schools Gateway to track the conduct of your son/daughter.

 Make use of the school website, which contains assessment 

frameworks for your son/daughter’s curriculum areas and support 

material, including maths tutorial DVDs.

 Display assessment schedules in the home and encourage the 

implementation of a revision timetable.

 Throughout Key Stage 4 make use of examination board websites 

where mark schemes and past papers can be found.



Wellbeing
We are committed to the promotion of positive emotional wellbeing and 

mental health education.  As such, we have embarked on the wellbeing 

award for schools, which provides a framework for us to audit, evaluate 

and improve our provision.  Mental health and wellbeing is:

 at the heart of the school development plan.

 embedded in the Mission Statement and motto.

 evident in our anti-bullying work.

 supported through our pastoral structures, including school 

counsellor, lay chaplain and education welfare worker.

 evident in our Safeguarding procedures – Safeguarding Lead (Mr 

Bullock) and Deputy Safeguarding Leads (Mrs Harris and Mrs 

Jepson).

 a key section of the Emmaus programme and Pastoral/Citizenship 

provision including discussions with the School Council.

 shared with all staff through staff training and input from outside 

agencies.



Options 2021/22



Pathway 1

KS4 Re En Ma Sc Mfl Pe Hi/Ge Opt X Opt Y

Pathway 1 5 8 7 9 4 3 4 4 4

In addition to the above all students in Year 9 will have 1 lesson a 

week (2) exploring ‘The Arts’ as part of our commitment to 

developing a broad and balanced curriculum and enhancing the 

cultural capital of all students.



Pathway 1

 RE

 English Language

 English Literature

 Maths

 Triple Science (initially)

 MFL – German or Spanish

 Humanity - History or Geography



Pathway 1 (Options x 2)
• Art

• Business Studies

• Computer Science

• Drama

• Food preparation, nutrition & cooking

• Spanish

• Geography

• History

• Music

• BTEC Physical Education

• Photography 

 Design and Technology: 3D Products (wood, metals, plastics)

Textiles

NB: Options will only run if there are sufficient numbers.  We cannot 

guarantee all subjects will fit to options, but we will do our best to 

maximise the option combinations.



 Pastoral/Citizenship 

Curriculum



Some Thoughts

 An appropriate choice considering your 
strengths.

 Focus on enjoyment.

 Do ask your teachers for their opinion on your 
chances of doing well in their subject.

 Do not opt for a subject because you want to be 
with your friends.

 All subjects are equally rigorous. 

 All subjects achieve very good grades at GCSE.



Important Dates

 Tuesday, 23rd February– Year 8 Curriculum 
Evening. Option forms and booklets will be 
sent out tomorrow morning.

 Wednesday, 24th March – Year 8 Parents’ 
Evening (5pm to 7pm)

 Tuesday, 30th March – Option forms to be 
returned to Emmaus Tutors

 Friday, 21st May – NO FURTHER OPTION 
CHANGES


