
Please see below the reading list for A Level Language: 
 
Recommended Reading 
 
Crystal, D.                 (2004), Rediscover Grammar: Longman 

(2010), Cambridge Encyclopaedia of Language (3rd edn.): Cambridge University 
Press 

Coultas, A.                (2003), Language and Social Contexts: Routledge 
Shuttleworth, J.     (2008), Living Language: Hodder Education   
 
Recommended websites 
 
www.aqa.org.uk/qual/gce/pdf/AQA-2705-W-SP-10.PDF     
www.englishbiz.co.uk - useful section on grammar.             www.englishlangsfx.blogspot.com - 
postings of topical language debates and links to other useful sites. 
www.universalteacher.org.uk - covers all the basic topics. 
www.englishbiz.co.uk   
www.funbrain.com/grammar/index.html  
www.chompchomp.com 
 
 
Accessible texts to develop your knowledge:  
Bill Bryson: Mother Tongue  
“A delightful survey - though with its good humour, wealth of anecdote, and boyish enthusiasm, 
"romp" would be a better word.” (David Crystal)  
David Marsh: For Who the Bell Tolls  
“an entertaining compendium of usage notes and essays. Most satisfying is an angry chapter on so-
called "political correctness", which demolishes the pretensions of those who think they have a God-
given right to abuse those less fortunate than themselves.” (Steven Poole Guardian)  
David Crystal: The Fight for English  
“elegant, accessible, illuminating” (Times Education Supplement)  
Robert Lane Greene: You are what you Speak  
"An insightful, accessible examination of the way in which day-to-day speech is tangled in a 
complicated web of history, politics, race, economics and power."  
Deborah Cameron: The Myth of Mars and Venus  
“In this vigorously argued book, [Cameron] also combats the cliché by example, writing in an 
enjoyable mode of pugnacious sarcasm” (Steven Poole, The Guardian)  
Deborah Tannen: You Just don’t Understand  
Tannen combines a novelist's ear for the way people speak with a rare power of original analysis ... 
fascinating (OLIVER SACKS)  
Julie Coleman: The Life of Slang  
“Completely fascinating ... immensely enjoyable ... Coleman's thinking lifts this book above the usual 
semi-disposable level of writing about rude words.” (James McConnachie, The Sunday Times)  
Lynne Truss: Eats, Shoots and Leaves  
‘I laughed, I howled, and I immediately wanted to join the militant wing of the Apostrophe Society. 
This is great stuff: genuine, heartfelt and rousing.’ Jenny Colgan  
Henry Hitchens: The Language Wars: A History of Proper English  
'It is a breath of fresh air (if that is the right cliché) to wander the byways of language without always  
 
 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/qual/gce/pdf/AQA-2705-W-SP-10.PDF
http://www.englishbiz.co.uk/
http://www.englishlangsfx.blogspot.com/
file://///msf-sr-002/p.smith$/Work/Admin/Open%20Evening%20Y10%20Y11%20Days%20Bridging%20Unit%20UCAS%20activity/Bridging%20Units/www.universalteacher.org.uk%20
http://www.englishbiz.co.uk/
http://www.funbrain.com/grammar/index.html
http://www.chompchomp.com/

