
Transition work for Y11 2021 

Please join the google classroom by using the following class code: 45g5fbm 

Task 1: 

ASSESSED WORK: Create a character profile on Tsar Nicholas II of Russia 

Success Criteria (A) 

- Who was he? Include at least 10 facts about his life 

- What was his character like? (Traits, personality) 

- What were his strengths and weaknesses as a ruler 

- How do you think if affected him to be a part of the Romanov dynasty? (The Royal 

Family that he was a part of?) 

BBC website is good as a starting point for the main features of his life: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/nicholas_ii.shtml 

Some excellent assessment and information here from the British Library (good for A/A* 

students): 

https://www.bl.uk/people/nicholas-ii-of-russia 

There are lots of other available resources to use too. This is a starting point. 

 

Task 2: what were the key turning points in Tsar Nicholas II’s reign?- this should take 

about 3 hours to complete fully 

You need to look at a range of events that occurred during the reign of Tsar Nicholas II. 

You need to be able to explain what happened and how it transformed his reign and Russia. 

1) Research each of the events listed below 

- The 1905 Revolution 

- DUMA’s and Stolypin’s reforms 

- The First World War 

- The February Revolution 

- The role of Rasputin 

2) ASSESSED WORK: Complete this table using the research you have completed: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/nicholas_ii.shtml
https://www.bl.uk/people/nicholas-ii-of-russia


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources to help complete this task: 

- This is a video clip on the causes of the 1905 Revolution which may be useful: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m-FUrvaeY1E 

- The BBC Bitesize page is really good for information on the Dumas 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z2prcdm/revision/3 

- BBC has some good information on the Russian experience of WW1 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/worldwars/wwone/eastern_front_01.shtml 

- The Imperial War Museum has a nice summary of the February Revolution 

https://www.iwm.org.uk/history/what-was-the-february-revolution 

- Role of Rasputin: a good starting point is the Spartacus Educational website 

https://spartacus-educational.com/RUSrasputin.htm 

Please do not assume that this is an exhaustive list of the massive range of information that is 

available online. If you find additional sources that are easy to read and are clear, please use 

them! 

 

Summer work 

Task: Background to Imperial Russia- should take at least 3 hours 

1) Students have to read the chapter on Imperial Russia from Lynch textbook pp. 7-18. 

Make detailed notes, using the advice from the article attached. 

2) S+C: complete additional research on how Imperial Russia was run 

A good starting point: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z6rjy9q/revision/1 

3) ASSESSED WORK: Create a profile on what Imperial Russia was like (do not regurgitate 

the information from the reading- it needs to be formatted in a ‘profile’ style): 

- Success Criteria (A) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m-FUrvaeY1E
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z2prcdm/revision/3
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/worldwars/wwone/eastern_front_01.shtml
https://www.iwm.org.uk/history/what-was-the-february-revolution
https://spartacus-educational.com/RUSrasputin.htm
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z6rjy9q/revision/1


o Clear understanding of the geography of Russia and how that influences policy in 

Imperial Russia 

o Explanation of how the Tsarist government works 

o Explain and evaluate how Russia was structured in regards to social and economic 

considerations 

o Importance of the Orthodox Church, army and the bureaucracy 

o Explain and evaluate the attempts at reform before 1881- why were their 

historic problems in bringing about reform 

o S+C: To what extent were the intelligentsia important in Russian politics? 

 

 

Some useful documentaries: 

Lucy Worsley did a fabulous series on the Romanov family. Here are the links to the 

documentaries, I would highly recommend watching them: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=73eaNrTX3CA&t=213s 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dyf3mjRjEKI&t=249s 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3TIRaGMOxGo 

 

Reading list: 

Although you will be given a textbook to help you in your studies, there are a range of textbooks 

you can also use to help you in this module. 

Corin and Fiehn, Russia under Tsarism and Communism 1881-1953 Second Edition (SHP advanced 

history core texts) 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Tsarism-Communism-1881-1953-Advanced-

History/dp/1444124234/ref=sr_1_2?crid=1NGOIISC173PG&dchild=1&keywords=corin+and+fieh

n&qid=1620981561&sprefix=corin+and+%2Caps%2C139&sr=8-2 

Francis and Dalton, Cambridge AQA History Revolution and Dictatorship: Russia 1917-53 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Level-History-AQA-Revolution-

Dictatorship/dp/1107587387/ref=sr_1_10?crid=1HA0ZNQTBW8E1&dchild=1&keywords=russia

+a+level&qid=1620981741&sprefix=russia+a+leve%2Caps%2C213&sr=8-10 

Michael Lynch has also written a lot of textbooks on Russia and are great for this module. 
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